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Woman
healthy h.nh\
after childhood
ovarian tissue

transplant

» WORLD A12

Self-belief

HK team in high
spirits for today’s
World Cup
qualifying game
against Bhutan
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Party goes on

Battle brewing
at the Hong Kong

laws aimed at
Philharmonic

Orchestra

behaviour

> WORLD A13

British visitors to
Mallorca ignore

curbing drunken

South China Morning Post

Beleaguered | HEALTH
Fifa delays
2026 World
Cup bidding

Secretary general says
it would be ‘nonsense’
to start the process
‘due to the situation’

Reuters in Samara. Russia

Fifa will postpone the start ofbid-
ding for the right to host the 2026
Workd Cup f o
of s comuption lvestigation. 8
s gobal

s monsano o st anyt
process fofthe time being It wi
be postponed,” Fifa secretary
general Jerome Valcke said.

The decision on who hoststhe
2026 finals had been due to be
made in Kuala Lumpur in 2017.
Thel

DIPLOMACY

‘Andrea Chen

Suu Kyi honoured
as Beijing breaks
with tradition

Chinese ambassador sees off Myanmar's
opposition leader on maiden mainland visit

& 'nltmmmu\ﬂlenmd 0 her
signify anticipation of a

In a rare break from protocol,
China' s to
Myanmar was at Yangon airport
yesterday to see off Myanmese
‘opposition leader Aung San Suu
Kyl as she left on her maiden visit
toBeijing.

During the five-day trip, Suu

yi was expected to meet Presi-
dent Xi Jinping (WEF) and Pre-
mier Li Keqiang (¥ %) in|

14

pacity as chairwoman of Myan
mar’s National League for De-
mocracy, aNLD:

Azzyear
for the rights.
The US FBI is investigating

briberyand coruption at Fifa, in-
Lludmg scrutiny of how World

ip hosting rights were awarded
o e whihwonthe bidding

for 2018, and Qatar, which is due
to host the finals in 2022,

e was checking prepar
tions for the 2018 finals.
Despite investigations into
the bidding process involving | For the first time, tests ordered on patients
Russia and Qatar, Russian

Minister Vitaly Mutkosaidhesaw | Picked up away from the airport as mainland
o threat to Moscow's bid. He re-
iterated that it had been in line
with the rules, as did Valcke.
As secretary general of Fifa
e imi

Law in Guangzhou
Nectar Gan and Elizabeth Cheung

officials warn of ‘significant’ increase in threat

HealthCare medical centres yes
terday. One was  young woman
who visited Seoul between May
26 and 30, and sought treatment

Sepp.
Blatter's lieutenant, Valcke is

of Mers. Photo: SCMP Pictures.

her arrival yesterday,
Suu Kyl met with Wang liarul.
f tral Commit-

tee’s international department.
and exchanged views an rela-
tions between the two countries.
Her visit comes as China and
Myanmar celebrate 65 years of
bilateral relations. A reception

Myanmar was important to
China given its strategjc location

Ocean, Lim said, but relations
had suffered after the Thein Sein
administration suspended the
backed Myitsone Dam

sior eml Beijing
as it had just upgraded ties with
Myanmar shortly after Thein
Sein took office that year

Beijing is
hedging its bets
on a politically
ascendan!

Valcke made the announce- marking the milestoe in Yangon
ment in the Russian city of on Monday - attended by
Samara, one of the host venues, Chi bassador Yang Hou-
whe: ki ra-

lan and Myanmese Vice-Presi-
dent S Mauk K was kow
key compared with celebrations

‘ensions escalated in March
aaerivs Chinpe dadiuna

when the news of the first sus
pected case broke.

On the mainland, Mao Qu-
nan, aspokesiman of the National
Health and Family Planning

either by the presence of, or
greetings from, Chinese leaders

acciden-
uliydn a bormb on the Chi-
nese side of the border during

conBetin g region.
Xiamen Universiy professor

A y the latest events:
suggest Beijing believes SuuKyiis
Commission in Beijing, ;.uu the 10 win Ms s upe
intry's risk of having im ing election - ifshe uns — and
hopes 0 restore amicable bilat
exal ties thro

wise our country has rel ugh her.
“Beifing is hedging its bets on

atively frequent contact with

also ssued a | for test results of four suspected  trein Prince’s Bulldingn Central.

al of allegations of | cases of Middle East respiratory et young woman, who

wrongdoing over USS$I0 million | syndrome (Mers) picked up at  was in South Korea last Friday

in bank transactions that are | city health centres, marking the and Saturday, had a fever and a

under y US auth- community ~running nose after the trip. She

orities. may p's clinic in Pacif-
on Al four fell ill after visiting i Centre, Tsim Sha Tsui, and was

behalf of the South African gov- | South Korea, break

ermment - were transferred in | has klled nine people and infect

2008 to another Fifa offcial, Jack | ed I

08.
Untilnow, allof the suspected . .

dent of Concacaf, which govers | cases of the deadly virus in Hong
soccer In North and Central | Kong were intercepted duing - Quir experts have

America and the Caribbean. temperature checks at the
ke said there were no | ai assessed that the

irport.
grounds to blame him or Fifa | From noon Tuesday to noon s
. | yesterday han osuspecr. Imainland] risk

but about
half initially tested negative for
Mers. signiﬂcantly

MAD QUNAN

the payments.
°I really don’t understand

such. nity
Valde suid in the reporting regime - came as
health auth i

m The fourth suspected case, &
dars everythiog has the slgns- | land vame Chioe wes fcing  rkddl-aged worman, visted the
centre’s clinic in Tung Chung
In the first Hong Kong case  with a fever after retuming from
Monday

said. “(But] iCs not because | am

a politically ascendant Suu Kyi.”
said Alvin Cheng:-hin Lim, of the
Singapore-based Longus Insti
tute for Development and Strate -

people
Middle East, and especially now
that South Korea has an out

break. our experts have assessed
that the risk of importing cases
has increased sigficanty.” he

The commisson saidon s
ofical microblog that a Chinese
clomnwo th Kores
ospital was. onttmed 1o be .
oo with s
Mao sidestepped the cru
issue of whether Beijing would

Kong and Macau o bue v - WORLD'S BES ¥
wamings against South Korea. STORIES
AS TOLD 8Y THE WORLD'S BEST

s s e ot =
GUESTS. |

RATING 25 YEARS OF

issue any ban or warning over
travelling it's something we need
1o discuss with members of our
tourism department.” he said.
A44-year-old man, who is the

travelied to Huizhou lae last

g everything hat | am e | yestenday,  2-year- ok worman

ponsible for the way people are | was rushed to Princess Margaret pi boutcom: _ The Southern Metropolis

actingall round o Hospital for testing after seeking  munity exposure 1o the virus, News reported a i
Vaicke said he had been | treatment by infectious said

fiercely criticised inthe media. | the Quality HealthCare group in  there was nonc n‘m«hﬂhﬂm the 44-year-old after he entered
“I.don't have to justify myself. | the Tsing Yi MTR station. The _the city sa people were then were about to

Except maybe from my futher | woraan showed signs offever aware of _precautionary sh 14 days of quarantine afte

who is 80 years old and doesn't | and a running nose after visiting  measures.
and 27. However, the initial scare

g

understand what is Soing on Seoul between May 23

around me. She did  symp spooked the stock market. The
I would still answer questions

from about this,” he said for almost two iropped 228 points. or 0.85 per

twoweeks. di
“Three other suspected cases ~cent, by 3.05pm, with heavy sell

» PLATINI COY C2 were reported at other Quality  ing starting at about 2.30pm
DIGEST
Post scoops top prizes at Sopa

e South Chin Morming Pt picked p

departments at the paper, including news,

Markets shaky after MSCI snub

Stock markets on the mainland ended a

testing negative for the virus.
Additional reporting by
Assoclated Press.

was likely t0 enlist Suu Kyi's help
to clear the air between the two
nations, especially over the dam
suspension. “Suu Kyi and the
NLD's words bave weight In
Myanm: aid. “Beijing

Fai
Would welcome bet hatp 15
CONTIVED O% A3

This year we celebrate an Important anniversary that
tarted with a vision to sievate luxury cruising, service

THE ALL INELUBIVE

‘cruise line, hotel of resort in history.

SE Cruises has been voted the World's Bast more than any other
RYSTAL

Crystal Serenity from US8 2.045° (November 1322, 2015).

volatile session slightly lower, as investor

disillusionment over MSCI's decision not to

include A shares in s giobal index BEGIN A NEW STORY™ ‘
wever, MSCI ; - -

photography, graphics, features and digital
media.» GTY QL

) Australian senator backs China

Just days afterdefending the crackdown on

Pro-democracy protesters n Tiananmen
| Squarein 1989, controversial Chinese-born
| Australian senator Dio Wang has caused
| further backing

inclusion In its index. which is closely
followed by fund managers.» BUSINESS &1

Warning on use of big data

Py chef Al Chiang Yem
ik lsing control over ek ves
i pmmnrnh and corporations were
allowed to collect vast amounts of data on
them without any oversight. He also urged
the public (o be aware of how their data was

South China Sea.» WORLD ARl

e

Crystal Cruises | Ganeral Sales Agant
Meamar Expresy e | MITAMAr EXpress
—memms MMERE
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> CULTURE €2

Gender row
Organisers turn

down request to
test Indonesian

volleyball player
at SEA games

> SPORT BACK PAGE

councillor”. She went on to

verbally abuse him
exphay.

more

Arrest over woman
found dead in mattress

examination found injuries to
the woman's head.

Cash and jewellery
stolen in flat burglary

ACCIDENT

—
. Photo: SCMP Pictures

Banker bailed over Ferrari death crash

An apartment in Tai Po: \
burgled and HKS76.000 ¢ incash
commento
saida woman, 14, mn?m eyl 1tis undar\u)ud)-henun
one of the windows pried open. tional Commerce Centre above
A h-nxawno.c HK$4.5 million  the public transport interchange
s involved in a crash  at the time of the crash.
Pair arrested after -nn Killeda security g 'n-m in  Accordingtopolice, thesports
West Kowloon on carran outof control

ﬂnspeaedﬂ'ugsdnd

Robert Ebert, Deutsche
for Asia-

3,and| Banks e
56, Pacific, Tuesday
His Ferrarl
th ide Choi Wan | 458 Spider i
inC in Ho
Choi Hung, at about 4.30am. Man Tin pending
Ebert, 48, must report back to
Hung Hom police station next
Man sought after ‘month. according to police. He
has not been
attack on woman The anrest was made afte the
crash at the ground-level public
243 transport i Austin
ly
yooden brutsde the Yau Ma | the caswasdrving beyond the
Tei wholesale ruit market speed limit of 30km/h at the
in hospitalfor minor njuries. Deutsche Bank declined to

MEDIA

“It went straight into the
Waterfront car park's entrance,
where it slammed into plastic
barriers

legedly hit the security guard,”
the source said. He said flying
fragments hit a Maserati sports

The driver
claimed his car’s
brakes did not
work at the time
of the incident

car about 1o drive out the car

The 53-year-old mmny
suffer

| PoLITICS

THOUSANDS TO
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Activists on both sides will demonstrate for
several days next week, while 7,000 police with
riot gear will be ready to step in if chaos erupts
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R ani v “=+ Civil Hurman Rights Front said it
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Tens of thousands of Lo reform proposal for the 2017

at rallies . That

political reform package next  run to Thursday, the second day

| week when the Legislative Coun-

Police have received special - The group said palice had

e clah o oreg

| curity Lai Tung-kwok, adding

that the government had also
conducted risk assessments in
order to prepare for possible

‘emergencies
Lal said Hongkongers were
Thighly concemed snother
round of ocevpelon
o warmed protesier to
“keep a distance” from radicals
who may infiltrate the crowds
during demonstrations.
“If there are any fllegal acts,
police will do all they can to go
after those who break the law,”

tion, ﬂcnymg it the two-thirds
jority support it needs in the
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"To counter the Front's rally, a
pro-establishment group is plan

ning fts own demonstration out-
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test
“The driver claimed his car's
brakes did not work at the time of
the incident,” the source said,
addmg that police were arrang:

inspection with the Trans-
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" Ho said potice would akso
check security camera footage 0
collect evidence. "We are investi-
gating all possibilities that may
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Post wins big at Sopa awards

for editorial

Five prizes and three

Staff reporter

ters, and Dead In Life. Alive in
Death, which showed
ences between the terracotta

al accounts of former govern-
ment officials. student leaders

The South China ng

ed five prizes and three hon
ourable mentions i s
Society of Publishers in Asia
(Sopa) E

il Fraser and
reporter Toh Han Shil's article

on the swipe-card in
Macau casinos won the Scoop
Avard.

mlv:ll’ﬂhl editorial cartoon-
ing for his depiction of police
firing tear gas at the pro-d

The Post also earned an
honourable mention in the
2 News
category in capturing different
moments. the

The Excellence in Digital
News Award went o the Post's
package, Voices from Tianan-

The Posrs graphic designer

Alberto Lucas Lope
an hohorable men

o i oemation ‘graphics for
his illustrat
Helght of Social Value,
showed how the world'’s tallest
buildings have acted as barome-

ors
Qin Shi Huas

'An articl by Vanessa Yung,
Roam and Board, won an hon-

ourable mention in lifestyle

feature writing for her piece
bou Afro-Chinese marriages in

Guangzhou.

‘Wang Xiangwei, the Post's
editor-in-chief, said: “These
awards not only represent
recognition by our peers for
industry-best standards, but also
recognise the professionalism
and objectivity we have: o
uphold in our newsroom over

have once again demonstrated

their commitment towards |

bringing world-class journalism
to our readers in Hong Kong and

overseas.
The awards - established in |

1999 - were announced at the

tinner at the Hong
Convention and Exhibition
Centre in Wan Chai last night.
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(Marketwired) 5 06;’10/15 __ The Society FOR EDITORIAL EXCELLENCE

of Publishers in 4sia (SOPA), an
organisation dedicated to best practices in professional publishing,
presented g7 awards for outstanding journalism at its annual SOPA Awards
for Editorial Excellence gala dinner at Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre tonight.

Over 270 senior media executives, editors, journalists and industry
affiliates from across the Asia Pacific region attended the event. Tara
Joseph from Reuters was the master of ceremony while Jimmy Lai, founder
of Next Media Group, was the evening's guest of honor. He was interviewed
by Hugo Restall of The Wall Street Journal.

This year, the SOPA Awards received a record number of entries from
across Asia competing in 18 categories among English and Chinese regional,
local print or digital publications and wire services.

The shortlist of finalist and winners can be viewed on the following website:
http:/ /www.sopawards.comfawards/award-winners/

The panel of judges was comprised of more than 100 international judges in
various locations around the globe including journalists, editors, columnist
from leading publications, as well as notable academics from media
departments of prestigious universities. The judging panel was led by Head
of Judges, Jeffrey Timmermans, director of the undergraduate journalism
program at The University of Hong Kong and the Deputy Head of Judge,
King-wa Fu, an assistant professor at The University of Hong Kong's
Journalism & Media Studies Centre.

Raymond Warhola, Chairman of 30PA, said, "The SOPA Awards for Editorial
Excellence represent the gold standard of journalistic integrity and
consummate professionalism in Asia. This year, we are especially pleased to
celebrate and welcome Mr. Philip Bowring as the first Honorary Member
inducted to The Society of Publishers in Asia. & quintessential journalist for
more than qo years, the collective body of Mr. Bowring's work across
multiple print and digital platforms, reflects an unwavering commitment to
the highest principles of our industry. Together, we are proud to embrace
the lofty standards that he so typifies."
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Philippine Daily Inquirer’s Nancy Carvajal wins Journalist of the Year Award. Photo from SOPA’s Twitter
account.

The Philippine Daily Inquirer bagged top prizes during this year's Society of Publishers in Asia (SOPA)
Editorial Awards.

Nancy Carvajal, who wrote an explosive series on the pork barrel scam, was named Journalist of the
Year on Wednesday evening.

Carvajal, who received her award during the SOPA gala dinner in Hong Kong, bested reporters from the
New York Times and TIME.

READ: For pork scam exposé, Inquirer reporter is
journalist of the year

Meanwhile, Edwin Bacasmas won the Excellence in
News Photography Award with his photograph “Home
Street Home.” Other finalists for the category were the
South China Morning Post and Coconuts Media, both
of which covered the Occupy Hong Kong movement.

Carvajal's exposé paved the way for the abolition of the
Priority Development Assistance Fund and the filing of
charges against lawmakers accused of misusing
taxpayers’ money.
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in 2013, she wrote a six-part series on alleged pork barrel scam mastermind Janet Lim-Napoles. This
was followed by a 13-part series on the files submitted as evidence by whistleblower Benhur Luy. KS

INQUIRER BAGS TOP SOPA AWARDS The Inquirer won big at Wednesday’s 2015 Society of Publishers in Asia
(Sopa) awards night with reporter Nancy C. Carvajal named Journalist of the Year, besting Time magazine’s
Hannah Beech and the International New York Times’ Jonah Kessel. Inquirer photographer Edwin Bacasmas
won the award for Excellence in News Photography, beating entries from Coconuts Media and the South China
Morning Post. It was the first win for both Carvajal and Bacasmas at Sopa. JULIET LABOG-JAVELLANA

lPHlLIPPlNE DAILY

NQUIRER

HOME, STREET HOME A family makes its home on a street in Makati City, the site of the country’s top financial
district. Millions of Filipinos go to bed hungry despite the soaring economy, according to the latest survey of the
Social Weather Stations. EDWIN BACASMAS
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Jakarta Globe Wins SOPA Award for Excellent
Editorial Coverage

By Jakarta Globe on 12:45 am Jun 11, 2015
-qory Featured. Front Page, News
'5: Society of Publishers in Asia (SOPA)

Jakarta. The Jakarta Glohe received an award for excellence

in opinion writing for its editorial coverage last year atthe
] 2015 Awards of The Society of Publishers in Asia (SOPA) on

ForvignPatey
JakartaGlobe  Closer Ties With Middle East Bring
Shame on SBY and Nothing but Benefit for Indonesia The Globe won in the Group B category, which is reserved for

Hs NorrDemocrats

Wednesday night in Hong Kong.

[ publications orwebsites with readership smaller than that of
major newspapers and services like the International New

York Times and Reuters.

One ofthe editorial entries was for Sept. 26, 2014, which
focused on legislators' decision in the waning days in office
of President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono to pass a hill
limiting direct elections. The title "Shame on SBY and His
MNon-Demaocrats” became a social media outcry for
Indonesians, who took to Twitter by creating the hashtag
#ShameOnYouSBY.

"Another example of fearless editorial commentaryin a
country in which it can still be dangerous to take on vested
interests," a judge commented in the decision for the award.

The SOPA Awards for Editorial Excellence were established
in 19949 as a trihute to editorial excellence in bath traditional
and new media, andwere designhed to encourage editorial
vitality throughout the region, according to SOPA's website.

(/G Grah)
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COCONUTS RECOGNIZED FOR FEATURE WRITING
EXCELLENCE BY REGIONAL PUBLISHERS

By Coconuts Bangkok June 11,2015/ 14:50 ICT

Like Coconuts BKK on Facebook [FIERGY ¢ 169

THE

- [

Coconuts Media was recognized for excellence in feature writing last night by
The Society of Publishers in Asia.

Coconuts Bangkok's “Hidden in Plain Sight” series examining the plight of the
Thai capital's street children was awarded an Honorable Mention for Excellence
in Feature Writing for reporter Dana MacLean and editor Todd Ruiz at the
annual SOPA Awards for Editorial Excellence.

“An ambitious, vivid and powerful look at the netherworld of Bangkok's legions
of street children,” the society’s judging committee said of the story.

READ: HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT: BANGKOK’S 'INVISIBLE CHILDREN® EXPLOITED FOR PROFIT

PART 2: ESCAPING ABUSE FOR TORMENTS OF THE STREET, BANGKOK'S HOMELESS YOUTH
CAN'T GET A BREAK

MacLean'’s series was based on her first-hand reporting in the streets of Bangkok
with children and teenagers from around the region to explain how they ended
up there.

“Online journalism may be preoccupied with the viral and trend-worthy, but we
believe Dana's piece shows it can still champion traditional values of the press
and do the heavy-lifting on important social issues,” Coconuts Bangkok
Managing Editor Todd Ruiz said.

= ©) COCOBKK Q
HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT: BANGKOK'S "INVISIBLE CHILDREN'
EXPLOITED FOR PROFIT

By Dana MacLean June 17, 2014/ 13:25 ICT

LIKE US {oq1n Follow us | W Follow

HIDDEN
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Over 270 senior media executives, editors, journalists and industry affiliates
from across the Asia Pacific region attended the event, according to SOPA. The
winning entry in feature writing was awarded to the South China Morning Post’s
Jenni Marsh.

"The SOPA Awards for Editorial Excellence represent the gold standard of
journalistic integrity and consummate professionalism in Asia,” SOPA Chairman
Raymond Warhola said.

The panel of judges was comprised of more than 100 international judges in
various locations around the globe including journalists, editors, columnists
from leading publications, as well as notable academics from media departments
of prestigious universities, according to SOPA.

Established in 1982, the Society of Publishers in Asia a nonprofit based in Hong
Kong and represents international, regional and local media companies in Hong
Kong and around Asia. It also presents the prestigious annual awards to set
world-class benchmarks for journalism in Asia.

Coconuts Media is a network of hyperlocal city news sites harnessing social
media and video to amplify coverage of urban areas in Asia. Coconuts.co receives
more than 4.1 million monthly unique visitors and averages 20,000 to 30,000
views per video on our official YouTube partner channel Coconuts TV.

Done reading? Kick back and watch Coconuts TV!

Inside Bangkok's House of Haunted Dolls

I am the body of Parvati, and | collect and love the dolls.
-

00:00 o7
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‘Myanmar Times’ recognised again
at regional press awards

By MyoLwin | Friday,12June 2015
GEDR ) 81 0 wiwe 1 CEND 2

For the fourth year running, The Myanmar Times has received
recognition for the quality of its journalism at Asia’s most
prestigious media awards.

2015AWA

FOR EDITORIANL EXCE

f": e a0 i '
Special publications editor U Myo Lwin (left) accepts the award in Hong Kong on
June 10. (Aung Htay Hlaing/The Myanmar Times)

S Vl

The English-language paper beat some of the best publications in the region
to receive an Honourable Mention in the Human Rights Reporting
category at the Society of Publishers in Asia’s annual awards night, held in
Hong Kong on June 10.

The story, titled “Medical gap threatens lives in Rakhine” by Fiona
MacGregor and Shwe Yee Saw Myint, described the difficulties in IDP
camps in the Rakhine State capital Sittwe following the government’s
decision to expel Médecins sans Frontidres from Rakhine State.

Also shortlisted were Aung Htay Hlaing’s photographs of the Magwe
Region oil fields, which were selected in the Excellence in Feature
Photography category.

The award presentation ceremony at the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre was attended by about 300 people from media
organisations throughout Asia. The announcement of the 97 awards was
made during a gala dinner.

The Myanmar Times was competing in the category for English-language
publications distributed in one or two countries, alongside newspapers like
South China Morning Post, The Straits Times and the Jakarta Globe. The
category also included magazines with a eirculation under 50,000 and
independent websites,
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In 2014, The Myanmar Times received an honourable mention for news
photography, while in previous years it has won the news photography,
editorial cartooning and opinion writing categories.

The chair of SOPA, Raymond Warhola, congratulated The Myanmar
Times personally on the sidelines of the ceremony.

The publisher and CEO of The Phnom Penh Post, Chris Dawe, said the
SOPA awards were recognised throughout the region.

“The award is good for emerging countries like Myanmar and Cambodia. It
gives international exposure,” he said.

Onee a sister publication with The Myanmar Times, The Phnom Fenh Post
received four awards at the ceremony.

Monique Hou, senior deputy managing editor of the Taiwan-based

CommonWealth magazine, said her group of publications had received
SOPA prizes for the eighth straight year.

“It’s like a Pulitzer award in Asia. It's the most important award in Asia.
Because of the awards, we've become reputable in both the domestic and
Asian markets,” she said.

“People know more about us and we are the only one in Taiwan to win so
many awards,” she added.

The Hong Kong bureau chief of the weekly English edition of the
prizewinning Nikkei Asian Review, Yasuo Awai, said his publication had
entered the awards competition for the first time, winning one category and
gaining two honourable mentions. He said the weekly was popular in
Japan. “But we also want to promote our weekly magazine outside Japan,”
he said prior the ceremony.
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PDI reporter wins top Asia publishers’ award:

Journalist of the year

f sHARES: 50 By: Juliet Labog-Javellana  Philippine Daily Inquirer
VIEW COMMENTS ’@inquirerdotnet 04:22 AM June 14th, 2015
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ASIA'S BEST JOURNALISTS Multiawarded Inquirer reporter Nancy Calauor-Carvajal and photojournalist Edwin
Bacasmas flash their ing smiles and certificates after being named Journalist of the Year and winner of
the Award for inNews i atthe igious Society of i in Asia
(Sopa) 2015 Awards for Editorial Excellence, which honor the best journalism in the Asia-Pacific region. The
awarding ceremonies were held at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Center on Wednesday. JULIET
JAVELLANA

HONG KONG—What a sweet, big night for the Inquirer!

The Philippines’ No. 1 newspaper shone among the most excellent publications in the Asia-
Pacific after its reporter Nancy Calauor-Carvajal and photojournalist Edwin Bacasmas were
named the best of their peers in the region.

Carvajal was the biggest winner at the 2015 Awards for Editorial Excellence of the Society of
Publishers in Asia (Sopa) when she was named journalist of the Year, the most-coveted award
given at the end of a glittering three-hour gala dinner at the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Center on Wednesday.

Carvajal bested two other finalists—Jonah M.
Kessel of the International New York Times and
Hannah Beech of Time—for the prestigious
award.

The judges described Carvajal’s winning body
of work as a “courageous and excellent work in
exposing official corruption in a country where
journalists face death and physical attack.”

Bacasmas, a multiawarded Inquirer
photographer, won the Award for Excellence in
News Photography for Category B (newspapers
that circulate in one or two countries) for his
photo titled “Home Street Home.”

“The image of children sleeping in a cart reinforces the PDI's headline and the plight of
millions of poor Filipinos,” said the judges on Bacasmas’ winning entry.

Bacasmas made his way to the stage still clicking his camera, prompting one of the Sopa
officials waiting on stage to award him to remark, “He's still taking pictures!”

Bacasmas, a Hall of Famer at the Catholic Mass Media Awards, among his many awards, beat
the South China Morning Post and Coconuts Media, both of which entered outstanding photos
of Occupy Central, the democracy rallies in Hong Kong.

The photo of a big family sleeping in their home—a makeshift cart in one of the streets in
Makati City—trumped the rest as the most outstanding news photo of the year in Asia. It came
out as the wallpaper on the Oct. 28, 2014, issue of the Inquirer, to go with the day’s top
headline: 15M kids hungry—Poe.

Journalists, editors and news executives from Asia’s leading publications gave Carvajal a big
round of applause as she claimed the award for her outstanding body of work covering her
continuing exposés on the multibillion-peso pork barrel scam involving lawmakers and the

allegations of corruption against Vice President jejomar Binay.

Her entries included parts of her 13-part series on the digital files of pork barrel scam
principal whistle-blower Benhur Luy, which contained details of where more than P10 billion in
pork barrel funds meant for projects for the poor were diverted to accounts of businesswoman
Janet Lim-Napoles and to senators, congressmen and local officials.

Her other entries were her exclusive stories on the 350-hectare Batangas property allegedly
owned by Binay and the P4-billion kickbacks from 10 infrastructure projects that allegedly went
to Binay, when he was Makati mayor, and other city officials.
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Previous major awards

Carvajal had won major Philippine journalism awards for her original groundbreaking series
on the Napoles pork barrel scam, including Most Outstanding Journalist of 2013 from the
Center for Media Freedom and Responsibility.

Unlike In the past years, Sopa this year awarded only one journalist of the Year across the
three award categorles for editorial excellence.

The rest of the 18 award categories were divided into three groups:

Category A for English-language newspapers that circulate widely in three or more countries,
English-language magazines with circulation greater than 50,000, English-language wire
services and English-language websites with more than S million monthly uniques;

Category B for English-language newspapers that circulate primarily in one or two countries.
English-language magazines with circulation under 50,000 and English-language websites with
5 million monthly uniques or below:

Category C for Chinese-language publications, websites and wire services.

As master of ceremony Tara joseph, chief correspondent of Reuters TV Asia, read the three
finalists for Journalist of the Year at the culmination of the long night. Carvajal and the Inquirer
team present turned into a nervous wreck in a hall filled with perennial winners from Asia-
based international media giants such as the International New York Times, Wall Street journal
and Bloomberg.

But when Joseph uttered the first syllable of the winner's name, Carvajal leapt to her feet in
triumph. Bacasmas and the support team—research head Miner Generalao, reporter Christine
Avendaiio and this writer—screamed and shouted in the stunned room, which was illuminated
by two giant screens where Carvajal's name and sample work were flashed.

“Indescribable’ feeling

Even the table beside us—occupied by journalists of the New York Times—joined in the hearty
applause, as did the rest of the audience as Carvajal confidently took center stage to claim her
very well-deserved award—a simple framed plaque. Sopa chair Raymond Warhola, Sopa
Awards chair Tom Leander and Jimmy Chiang, associate director general for investment
promotion of Invest Hong Kong, presented the award.

“Can 12 Over dinner | scribbled some notes.” Carvajal quipped, clutching her plague, as joseph
asked her if she could say a few words as the star of the night eliciting appreciative laughter
from the crowd of around 300 foreign and regional journalists.

The Inquirer brand

“To be a finalist with Hanna and Jonah is honor enough. but to receive the journalist of the
Year award from Sopa—the feeling is indescribable,” Carvajal, her voice cracking said as the
audience listened to her intently,

“When | wrote the story exposing the misuse by some legislators of their pork barrel, | did not
think of any award.” she said. "But | wrote it in the tradition of the Philippine Daily Inquirers
brand of reporting. The exposé led to the investigation and arrest of three popular senators
and a number or congressmen and also led to the declaration of the pork barrel as
unconstitutional by our Supreme Court” Carvajal said.

The audience then gave her a bigger applause and a standing ovation.

Carvajal was besieged by a line of admirers and well-wishers well into midnight. including
finalist Kessel who graciously went over to her seat to personally congratulate her, i am
honored to shake your hand.” Kessel said.

Kessels stories Included a documentary and well-written features on oil tensions, jade trade
exploitation, and e-cigarette boom in China and his profile on joshua Wong. the leader of the
student movement for demacracy in Hong Kong.

Beech's entries included her extensive reports all over Asia—from Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, Tibet. the Fukushima nuclear meltdown, Hong Kong's democracy movement to
Burmas stalling political reforms.

Sopa officials invited Carvajal to hold a lecture at the University of Hong Kong in Octber. Hong
Kong Universitys Journalism and Media Studies assisted In the Judging process. A number of
media outfits and consultancies approached us to say they want to get to know the Inquirer a
little bit more or have partnerships with us.

Atribute to editorial excellence in newspapers, magazines, wire services and websites read
widely in Asia-Pacific. this year's awards drew finalists including those from the International
New York Times, Financial Times, Wall Street journal, Bloomberg, Time, Reuters, Associated
Press. Nikkei, South China Morning Post. The Straits Times, Apple Daily. Jakarta Post Jakarta
Globe, Ming Pao, Myanmar Times, MINT, Business Weekly, among others. The Inquirer was the
only media organization from the Philippines.

18 categories

Considered the most prestigious journalism awards in Asia, the Sopa Awards this year
included 97 awards in 18 categories: reporting on women's issues: digital news; human rights
reporting; feature writing; magazine design; lifestyle coverage; explanatory reporting: news
photography: business reporting: information graphics: breaking news: opinion writing:
editorial : reporting; feature SCo0p:

reporting: and Journalist of the Year.

Warhola said the awards drew a record 662 entries this year. and a distinguished panel of 112
Judges analyzed and selected the entries under a very rigid set of criteria.

“Anyone reading through the 662 entries for the 2015 Sopa Awards would have to admit it was
a great year for journalism in Asia,” head of judges Jeffrey Timmermans said. “Naturally, this
made the judging panel's task especially difficult this year. The 112 industry professionals and
academics who volunteered as judges this year spent many hours of their valuable time
reviewing the entries, and then had an often agonizing choice at the end of the process.”

Tom Leander, chair of the 2015 awards, said the distinguished panel of judges and their
meticulous judging process was the guarantor of the independence and guardian of quality of
the awards.

Warhola said Sopa, founded in 1982 and counts 40 local and regional media organizations,
aims to celebrate excellence in journalism, bolster freedom of the press and share best
practices across all local and regional publishing platforms in Asia-Pacific.

“We embrace the innovative technological advances that expand the numbers in our audience
and better serve the information needs of our readers.” Warhola said in his message.

“The time tested maxim holds that there is power in the written word. And its Inherent power
is palpable: to influence. educate, collaborate. shape ideas and mold opinions.” Warhola
added.
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What went before
The Inquirer is no stranger to the Society of Publishers in Asia (Sopa) awards.

In 2003, the news story “Abadilla 5: Story out of martial law pages” won the Excellence in
Specialized Reporting award in Category B, the award for local newspapers.

The five-part series, which came out on Dec. 10-14, 2002, was written by reporters Stella Ruth
0. Gonzales, Juliet Labog-Javellana and Nancy Calauor-Carvajal. Managing editor jose Ma. D.
Nolasco was the project editor.

In the same year, the Inquirer also won the Best Opinion Piece in Category B for
“Remembering,” written by Conrado de Quiros in his column “There’s the Rub” on Sept. 10,
2002.

Honorable mentions that year were “Seeing the world with American Eyes” by columnist Randy
David (Best Opinion Piece in Category B) and the photograph “Going Off Into the Sunset” by
photojournalist Edwin Bacasmas (Best News Photography for Category B).

In 2004, the five-part special report by senior desk editor Juan V. Sarmiento Jr. on the purges in
the Communist Party of the Philippines in the 1980s won honorable mention for excellence in
human rights reporting in the then A (regional/large publications) category.

Bare-chested strongman

Bacasmas won honorable mention for the photo “The Strongman Cometh,” which showed a
Malacafiang worker carrying the picture of a bare-chested Ferdinand Marcos, the former
dictator.

Central Luzon correspondent Tonette Orejas also won an honorable mention for the Local
Journalist Award.

In 2005, columnist Juan Mercado won honorable mention for Best Opinion Writing in Category
B for his series of columns, “Treading Fine Lines,” “Lobotomized Mindsets,” “Murder with a
Wink,” “Do our Clocks Strike 13?" and “Amnesia Anyone?”

In 2006, reporter Blanche S. Rivera and editorial cartoonist Gilbert Daroy won honorable
mention honors. Rivera was cited for environmental reporting and Daroy for editorial
cartooning.

In 2008, the Inquirer won the Certificate of Excellence in the scoop category for a series of
reports on the P500,000 cash handouts distributed in Malacafiang to congressmen and local
government officials in October 2007, as the House of Representatives was confronted with an
impeachment complaint against then President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.

The reports, which appeared in the newspaper’s Oct. 12-14, 2007, issues, were written by
reporters Norman Bordadora, Christian Esguerra, Michael Lim Ubac and Juliet Labog-javellana,
all based in Manila, and provincial correspondents Tonette Orejas (Central Luzon) and Jhunnex
Napallacan and Jolene Bulambot (Visayas).

In the same year, the Inquirer also won Honorable Mention in two other categories—Excellence
in Reporting of Breaking News and Excellence in News Photography.

Hostage drama

The Inquirer won Honorable Mention in Excellence in Reporting of Breaking News for its
coverage of the hostage-taking of Tondo children by Armando Ducat, an engineer who had
earlier put up a school for them. The stories were written by Volt Contreras, Tina Santos, Alcuin
Papa, Juliet Labog-Javellana, Cenon Bibe, Allison Lopez and Tarra Quismundo.

In news photography, the pictures that won Sopa‘s nod were “Hostage Crisis,” “Lanao elections,”
“Wall collapses in Antipolo” and “Makati mutiny,” which saw print in the March 29, May 27, Aug.
9 and Nov. 30, 2007, issues of the newspaper. They were taken by Ryan Lim, Rem Zamora, Raffy
Lerma and Bacasmas.

In 2010, business reporter Daxim Lucas won Honorable Mention for Excellence in investigative
reporting for his series on the Legacy Group banking scandal. The four-part series, which
appeared in January 2009, was a follow-up to a story he himself broke on the financial troubles
of the Legacy group of rural banks, and exposed the underlying scheme behind the group’s
acquisition spree of rural banks, which was to take advantage of the state-guaranteed
insurance coverage of bank deposits.

Excellence in feature writing

Last year, environment reporter DJ Yap won Honorable Mention for Excellence in Feature
Writing and was cited for his “vivid, impassioned, heartrending and tragic” account of his
experience covering Supertyphoon “Yolanda” in Leyte in November 2013, the first time for the
Inquirer to have won an award in the feature writing category.

The winning article, “Meeting a Monster,” was Yap's account of his experience being stranded
in Tacloban City for many hours after the storm smashed into the Eastern Visayas on Nov. 8,
2013.

Source: Inquirer Archives
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