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Priorities
News and exclusive privileges for PPS Club members

Lifestyle Privileges Jul-Dec 2014 
Take in the spectacular views of the Singapore skyline from The Fullerton 
Bay Hotel Singapore, or embark on an unforgettable trip with Country 
Holidays. For those who would rather stay at home, relax comfortably on a 
Stressless recliner, or spruce up your house with LIULIGONGFANG crystal 
homeware. Find all these and more in the Jul-Dec 2014 issue of Lifestyle 
Privileges. Also look out for The Festive Collection, enclosed with this issue  
of Priority, which lists Christmas promotions for PPS Club members. 

Priority and Lifestyle Privileges  
are also online as e-magazines
For your reading pleasure anytime, 
anywhere, simply visit krisflyer.com and  
log in at “PPS Club e-magazines” under 
“The PPS Club”.  
 

PPS Connect 
Whenever you have a question, a request, 
or need assistance with travel- and 
membership-related matters, send a  
text message with “PPS<space><10-digit 
PPS Club membership number>” to  
+65 8228 0000 and we will call you  
back as soon as possible. 

This service is available to all PPS Club 
members in Singapore, and to Solitaire PPS 
Club members in Australia, Belgium, China, 
France, Germany, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Switzerland, Taiwan, the United Kingdom 
and the United States.

Registration is required to begin using 
this service. For more information, please 
visit krisflyer.com

Fast Track Services available at  
selected airports 
PPS Club members travelling in the 
Singapore Airlines Suites, First or Business 
Class can make use of dedicated fast track 
lanes to clear immigration and security 
screening at selected airports. A list of 
selected Singapore Airlines destinations  
that provide such services upon arrival 
and/or departure, as well as Fast Track 
Security Screening Services upon 
departure at the airport, is now available 
on singaporeair.com. View this list under 
“Fast Track Services”, which is located in the 
“Customer Commitment” section under  
the “Travel Information” tab.

Catch up on the latest issue of Priority 
when flying in Singapore Airlines Suites 
and First Class. The magazine is now 
part of the onboard selection for you  
to enjoy while on the go. 

Priority 7 
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Priority 9  

SIA updates

KrisFlyer Spree
There’s now a new place for you to indulge in your shopping 
dreams with the launch of KrisFlyer Spree, Singapore Airlines’ 
new online shopping mall. Browse from over 2,000 local and 
international brands including Apple, Adidas, Bloomingdale’s, 
Menlook and Zalora as you start your shopping journey with 
KrisFlyer Spree. Department stores from the US, your favourite 
fashion labels from Europe, to surfing and sports equipment 
from Australia, KrisFlyer Spree has them all, and what’s more, 
you earn KrisFlyer miles with everything you buy.

KrisFlyer Spree allows members to earn KrisFlyer miles 
when you shop through the online mall, with miles credited for 
every confirmed purchase that you make. Simply log on to your 
KrisFlyer account, and start browsing through the merchants 
available on KrisFlyer Spree. The number of miles will vary with 
different brands and merchants, so look out for the best deals 
that you can find. Watch for seasonal promotions from KrisFlyer 
Spree to earn even more miles when you shop. 

The process is simple and convenient; ensure that cookies are 
enabled on your device, and click ‘shop now’ on the page of your 
favourite brand to start shopping. For more information, visit  
singaporeair.com/krisflyerspree 

Pay for Preferred Seats with KrisFlyer Miles
At Singapore Airlines, we strive to make your 
journey with us a breeze. Members now have 
greater flexibility to use their KrisFlyer miles to 
not only pay for part of their tickets but also to 
pay for a preferred seat in Economy Class on your 
Singapore Airlines flights. So with just a minimum 
of 5,000 miles required, you have more flexibility in 
utilising your miles, plus the option of adding even 
greater comfort to your flight. 

Using KrisFlyer miles to pay for bookings is an 
online-exclusive promotion, for bookings done on 
singaporeair.com. To pay for your preferred seat 
with miles, simply click on the Preferred Seat 
option during your booking.

Relax and plan your next trip with Singapore 
Airlines today. For more information, please  
visit paywithkrisflyermiles.com
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Priority 11  

SIA updates

Oz Clarke joins Singapore Airlines’ distinguished 
panel of wine consultants   
One of the world’s leading wine experts, award-winning British 
wine writer and author Oz Clarke is the newest member of 
Singapore Airlines’ wine consultants. His passion for wine, which 
started during his student days at Oxford University, is well 
documented in his newspaper wine columns and in his best-
selling books, including Let Me Tell You About Wine, Wine Atlas as 
well as Bordeaux, which was awarded the 2009 International Wine 
Book of Year from The Louis Roederer International Wine Writers’ 
Award. Also an actor and singer, he became a household name 
through his TV appearances, such as BBC’s Food & Drink, with Jilly 
Goolden, where he introduced New World wines to the UK.  
He also co-presented a number of BBC wine series with James 
May from Top Gear, including the highly successful Oz and James  
Drink to Britain, which brought them around the country  
exploring wine. 

“Singapore Airlines has always had a great reputation around 
the world. Those of us in the wine world think that if there’s a 
wine consultant’s job to do, Singapore Airlines is the one we’d 
like to do. And to be asked to do it was quite a thrill,” says Clarke. 
He replaces Steven Spurrier who has retired from the Singapore 
Airlines’ wine panel. The other members on the Singapore 
Airlines’ wine panel are Michael Hill Smith, Australia’s first Master 
of Wine, and Jeannie Cho Lee, the first Asian Master of Wine and 
co-founder of Fine Wine School in Hong Kong. Together, the panel 
is responsible for recommending the wines, champagnes and port 
to be served in all classes and on all routes flown by Singapore 
Airlines. Up to 1,000 bottles of wine, champagne, and port are 
sampled by the panel annually, and approximately 2.1 million 
bottles of wine are served on board every year, across all classes. 

Champagne Taittinger Prélude “Grands Crus” 
Business Class customers travelling on Singapore Airlines will now be greeted with Champagne Taittinger 
Prélude “Grands Crus” as a welcome drink. To be introduced on all flights starting in October 2014, this dry 
champagne from northeast France, which makes an excellent aperitif or accompaniment to classic seafood  
dishes, has a pale yellow body with silver highlights, a sign of the high proportion of exceptional Chardonnays. 
The bubbles are fine, and form a persistent and delicately creamy ring of foam. The wine is subtle and fresh 
on the nose, and is bursting with flavour. It is produced by Reims-based Champagne Taittinger, one of the rare 
champagne houses that is still family owned and is currently managed by Pierre-Emmanuel Taittinger. 
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SilkAir’s growing network  
Explore rich cultures, amazing landscapes 
and beach destinations with SilkAir, the 
regional wing of Singapore Airlines. The 
full-service award-winning airline, which 
celebrates its 25th anniversary this year, 
now flies to 48 destinations* across 12 
countries in the Asia-Pacific region. In 
2014, the airline introduced flights to 
Kalibo (Boracay), Philippines; Mandalay, 
Myanmar; and Hangzhou, China, bringing 
passengers even more reasons to 
discover Asia’s unique appeal. The SilkAir-
Singapore Airlines network has more than 
a hundred destinations, giving passengers 
great connectivity around the world. 

Clockwise from top: Take in the scenic landscapes of Hangzhou on a 
river cruise; explore Asia’s exciting destinations via SilkAir; catch the 
breathtaking sunrises in Bagan, three hours away from Mandalay; conquer 
your fears and jump off the cliff at Ariel’s Point in Boracay, off Kalibo  
*Services to Solo, Indonesia will be suspended from 26 October 2014   



Introducing SilkAir Studio
SilkAir has launched its new wireless inflight entertainment 
(IFE) system, SilkAir Studio, which is available on all Boeing 
737s and will progressively be implemented on most A319 
and A320 aircraft by end 2014. Complementing the existing 
overhead system, this new wireless service will provide 
customers with diverse options for a more customised IFE 
experience. Passengers on SilkAir flights will be able to 
stream up to 20 Hollywood and international movies, up to  
26 short features, and 100 musical albums to their personal 
laptops and handheld devices throughout their flights. 

With SilkAir Studio, customers do not need to download 
a separate mobile app prior to boarding. Once the inflight 
entertainment system is switched on, customers can enjoy 
the new programmes on their personal mobile devices, such 
as laptops, smartphones, and tablets. Streaming is enabled 
on iOS, Android and Windows-based smartphones/tablets, 
and Android users will need to download a specific mobile 
app from the file server on board the aircraft. All these are 
provided complimentary to passengers. For flights above two 
hours, tablets will be offered to Business Class customers. 

Inside SilkAir’s next-generation planes
With a promise of making every customer’s experience ‘a joy  
to fly’, SilkAir constantly upgrades its fleet and onboard services. 
The new Boeing Sky Interior is designed to enhance your comfort 
and increase a sense of spaciousness. With brighter colours, 
refreshed interiors, and thoughtful amenities, passengers  
can look forward to even more enjoyable flights to Asia  
and beyond.  

NEW HEIGHTS OF COMFORT 
As SilkAir welcomes its new Boeing fleet, it will continue  
to redefine journeys in the air, with new aircraft  
amenities such as: 
• Adjustable headrests on every seat
• Full leather seats in Business Class 
• Lumbar support on Business Class seats
• 8 inches of recline in Business Class 
• 5 inches of recline in Economy Class
• More spacious luggage compartments 
• In-seat power supply (both 3-pin and USB sockets)
• In-seat audio 
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Dark room

Award-winning British sculptor Antony Gormley 
has created London’s most spectacular new 
hotel suite, an imposing rooftop creation simply 

called Room located in the heart of Mayfair. Looking 
a bit like a giant crouching robot, this towering pile 
of stainless steel cubes overlooking a pretty garden 
square is the quirky crowning jewel of the luxury 
The Beaumont hotel, slated to open in October 2014. 
Although Gormley is not new to hotel commissions – 
his massive, 40m-long three-dimensional masterpiece 
Drift hovers dramatically above the hotel foyer of 
Singapore’s Marina Bay Sands, for example – this 
monumental work is certainly his most interactive. 
Expected to cost in the region of £2,500 per night, 
Gormley’s ‘inhabitable sculpture’ features a sparsely 
furnished (and windowless) bedroom that has been 
described as cave-like. Measuring four metres wide 
yet with a 10m-high ceiling, it’s certainly one of the 
tallest rooms in the capital, although guests with 
claustrophobic tendencies may prefer sleeping in  
one of the hotel’s regular rooms. 
thebeaumont.com 

Above: The Room’s modular, minimalist built  
is a stark contrast to The Beaumont’s Art  
Deco grandeur. Right: The windowless  
bedroom’s stainless steel facade    
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                    Aquatimer Deep Three.  

Ref. 3557: This watch completes the diver. The 

intelligent interplay of two mechanical  indicators 

showing elapsed dive time and maximum depth 

combines with the seconds hand to permit the 

perfect timing of decompression stops during 

ascents. At the same time, the ingeniously 

designed, mechanica l depth gauge shows 

current dive depth. The innovative IWC SafeDive 

system also makes it impossible to accidentally 

exceed the no-decompression limit. The only 

thing missing, to make the watch perfect is the 

right man to wear it. iwc. engineered for men.

IWC AquAtImer.  
engIneered  
for dIvers.

IWC Schaf fhausen Bout iques. www.iwc.com
ION Orchard, 2 Orchard Turn, #02-06 Te l: (65) 6509 9640

The Shoppes at Mar ina Bay Sands, 2 Bay front Avenue, #B1-126 Te l: (65) 6688 7088.

Mechanical movement, Self-winding, 42-hour power 

reserve when fully wound, Mechanical external / internal 

rotating bezel with IWC SafeDive system, Mechanical 

depth gauge with flyback hand showing maximum depth 

to 50 m, Luminescent elements on hands, dial and 

internal rotating bezel, Screw-in crown, Sapphire  

glass, Water-resistant 10 bar, Bracelet quick-change 

system, Case height 16.5 mm, Diameter 46 mm



Nicknamed ‘the silver bullet’, the sleek 
all-aluminium Airstream trailer has to 
be one of the most distinctive vehicles 

to ever grace North America’s highways. 
Designed by Wally Byam in the late 1920s with 
the intention of providing all the comforts of 
home while out on the road, its aerodynamic 
lines and lightweight construction were based 
on an aircraft fuselage. The Airstream’s eye-
catching, highly functional styling hasn’t dated 
one bit, and like the Harley Davidson motorcycle 
or the Jeep, it has become an all-American 
design icon loved by Hollywood stars such as 
Matthew McConaughey, Tom Hanks and Johnny 
Depp. Vintage examples are highly collectible 
and demand top dollar prices (helped by the fact 
that its durable aluminium panels do not rust), 
while new models are like miniature luxury 
apartments with top-of-the-range examples 
selling for more than US$100,000.

Until recently it was almost impossible to 
experience the delights of an Airstream without 
owning one, but now travellers to the US have 
a new rental option for self-drive road trips. 
Founded by a former Airstream chief executive 
and holding the exclusive rental licence from 

Road trip chic   

From top: Airstream 2 Go’s 
itineraries include journeys 
to the desert landscapes of 
the American Southwest; the 
trailer’s luxurious interiors 

the manufacturer, Airstream 2 Go can set you 
up with a four-berth 23ft- or six-berth 28ft-long 
trailer complete with luxury SUV tow vehicle. 
Beautifully fitted out by San Francisco interior 
designer Christopher C. Deam, the premium 
trailer comes complete with flatscreen TV,  
DVD player, coffee machine, fridge-freezer, 
stove and microwave, plus outdoor furniture 
and barbecue equipment. With pick-up points 
located in Los Angeles, Las Vegas, and Bozeman 
in Montana, you can embark on itineraries 
lasting four days or more, stopping off in a 
series of picturesque, pre-booked campsites.  
It’s hard to think of a more stylish way to  
explore America’s great outdoors. 
airstream2go.com
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Urban kaleidoscope

Right and below: The Berlin Cathedral and the Brandenburg Gate 
dazzling with light projections during last year’s festival  

EVENT

Berlin reaffirms its position as one of the world’s most 
creative and progressive cities during the 10th Festival of 
Lights from 10-19 October 2014. This highly photogenic 

annual event sees its most famous landmarks, monuments, 
streets and squares transformed into a gigantic urban canvas 
lit up in vibrant rainbow shades and captivating patterns. Well-
known sights such as the Brandenburg Gate, Potsdamer Platz, 
Kollhoff-Tower and even the American Embassy will enjoy a 
radiant makeover courtesy of teams of local and international 
artists who enjoy pushing the boundaries of high-tech 
illumination with elaborate projections, innovative video art and 
outdoor installations. More than two million visitors marvelled 
at the illuminations last year, but thanks to the length and sheer 
scale of the event there’s no danger of being crowded out of 
excellent viewing opportunities.

The celebratory mood continues the following month for  
the 25th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, marked on  
9 November 2014. Among the many special events and exhibitions 
to commemorate the anniversary will be guided cycling tours 
along the Wall Trail, visits to the former watchtowers, and a tour 
of former East Berlin in a vintage East German Trabant car. Many 
will be drawn to the East Side Gallery, created from a 1.3km 
stretch of the Wall located along the banks of the river Spree in 
Friedrichshain. Immediately following the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
this entire length was painted by 118 artists from 21 different 
countries and it is said to be the longest open-air gallery in the 
world. The commemorations reach a climax with the city’s biggest 
light installation yet, created from thousands of illuminated, 
helium-filled balloons running for 12km along the former course 
of the Wall as a ‘symbol of hope for a world without walls’. 
festival-of-lights.de/en; mauer.visitberlin.de/en
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Yangon’s new wave

After so many years of isolation, Myanmar 
has become a land of incredible opportunity 
for international business. Not a day goes 

by without yet another major global corporation 
touching down in Yangon, drawn by the desire to 
play a key role in the modernisation of one of Asia’s 
least developed nations. It’s not just the world of 
commerce that is making major advances –  
a small yet enterprising contemporary arts  
scene is beginning to emerge here, too.

To get an idea of what’s being produced by a  
new generation of cutting-edge local artists, head 
down to the historic jetties on Yangon’s riverfront 
and peek inside an unassuming building at Seik 
Kan township called Transit Shed No. 1. While its 
gritty industrial exterior remains unchanged, the 
interior has enjoyed a stylish makeover courtesy  
of architect Dominic Leong, co-founder of an 
award-winning New York-based design firm. 
Renamed TS1 Yangon when it launched earlier 
this year, the former warehouse is now home 
to an innovative arts centre featuring a gallery, 
performance space, shop and restaurant. The 
gallery will host up to seven exhibitions a year 
from up to 15 leading local artists; its most recent 
exhibition displayed the works of Aung Myint, 
called the “father of contemporary art  
in Myanmar”. Meanwhile, the shop claims to be the 
country’s very first pop-up project, with different 
retailers taking over the spot every few months – 
for example, the launch saw the arrival of quirky 
Hong Kong interiors store Lala Curio. 

Opening in stages through 2014, TS1 Yangon 
will stage an ever-changing programme of multi-
media events, including exhibitions, concerts, 
readings, workshops and film screenings. 
ts1yangon.com

ART

Clockwise from top: TS1 Yangon’s dilapidated exterior dates back to the British 
colonial era; the gallery hosts up to seven exhibitions a year; the team behind  
TS1 Yangon (from left): Khin Thu Thu, Camilla Elliott, Ivan Pun, Dominic Leong  
and Nathalie Johnston PH
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We take a brief look at what’s new and 
noteworthy in China’s capital, now being  
served by Singapore Airlines’ A380 aircraft

Beijing

Run by former Buddhist 
disciple Pan Jianjun, this 
vegetarian fine-dining 
restaurant sits by the Lama 
Temple in Wudaoying hutong. 
Pan transforms typical 
ingredients into exquisite 
dishes, with handpicked 
vegetables from organic farms. 
Not only does he concentrate 
on taste, but texture and looks 
are also incredibly important to 
his healthy, heavenly creations.
2 Wudaoying Hutong
Yonghegong Dajie 
Dongcheng District

Founded in 2009, this studio 
exclusively stocks a wide range 
of up-and-coming high-quality 
and limited-edition fashion 
made by Chinese designers. Its 
Beijing branch, now located in 
Central Park, is known to carry 
more than 20 celebrated local 
brands like Liu Qingyang, Li 
Hong Yan and Vega Wang. Also 
on display are quirky eyewear 
by ChairEyes, and unique 
artisanal jewellery.  
Central Park, 6 Chaoyangmenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District;
en.dongliangchina.com

Based in Beijing’s stylish 
Gulou area, shoemaker Yu 
Qigong offers intricately sewn 
made-to-fit shoes. Yu has been 
making footwear since he 
was a teen, and he lends his 
expertise to clients looking for 
bespoke shoes, which are all  
carefully handmade using soft 
Italian leather. Due to popular 
demand and a rapidly growing 
reputation, it is advisable to call 
ahead to make an appointment 
with the artisan himself. 
37 Gulou Dongdajie, Dongcheng 
District; +86 10 6404 1406 

An innovative and eagerly 
awaited establishment by 
British chef Brian McKenna, 
Beijing’s new Western fusion 
restaurant is measuring up to 
high expectations. McKenna, 
whose first Courtyard 
restaurant opened in the 
city in 1996, creates a menu 
filled to the brim with new 
gastronomical inventions, and 
proudly “pushes the limits of 
what’s possible with food.” 
95 Donghuamen Dajie
Dongcheng District;  
bmktc.com

Temple Restaurant is chef 
Ignace Lecleir’s newest 
and hottest establishment, 
following his arrival in Beijing 
to open Maison Boulud six 
years ago. The restaurant 
is committed to the highest 
levels of hospitality and serves 
contemporary European 
cuisine inside a beautifully 
restored 600-year-old temple. 
Its wine cellar is stunningly 
filled with mainly Champagne, 
Burgundy and Bordeaux.
23 Shatan Beijie 
Dongcheng District; trb-cn.com

BRIAN MCKENNA @  
THE COURTYARDKING’S JOY TEMPLE RESTAURANT  YU QIGONG DONG LIANG STUDIO 



OVERVIEW
Priority 23 

Perched on top of The Emperor 
Qianmen hotel in the city 
centre, Shang Bar offers  
tasty cocktails by a gorgeous 
rooftop poolside setting, which 
is pretty rare in the Chinese 
capital. Overlooking the historic 
Zhengyang Gate, this new 
terrace bar has a long list of 
house cocktails, including 
ginger pineapple martini, as 
well as its signature “Water” 
cocktail, a transparent mix of 
peach vodka and Dita lychee. 
87 Xianyukou Hutong, Dongcheng 
District; +86 10 6701 7790

Waldorf Astoria’s most 
contemporary art-conscious 
hotel to date opened in Beijing 
last March, and is located 
within walking distance of the 
Forbidden City. Its palatial 
Hutong Villa comes with a 
swimming pool and a dining 
room for 12 guests. The hotel 
is encased in brass, giving 
it a unique colour that will 
gradually change over time as 
a result of weather exposure. 
15 Jinyu Hutong, 
Dongcheng District 
waldorfastoria.com/beijing

This year’s most awaited hotel 
opening in Beijing is located in 
an extremely exquisite setting, 
proudly drawing on China’s 
ancient history. The Temple 
Hotel is housed inside  
a 600-year-old Tibetan 
Buddhist temple that was  
only rediscovered in 2007.  
In 2012, the hotel received a 
merit award at the UNESCO 
Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards 
for its restoration and  
preservation efforts. 
23 Shatan Beidajie, Dongcheng 
District; thetemplehotel.com

The younger sister to Sanlitun’s 
Glen Bar, Glen Classic in Face 
Compound boasts Cuban 
cigars, aged Iberian ham and 
incredible cocktails served in 
an elegant setting. Japanese 
bartender Daiki Kanetaka 
creates drinks tailored to 
customers’ alcohol preferences 
and personal feelings. This 
exclusive bar requires smart-
casual attire, a minimum 
spend, and a reservation. 
26 Dongcaoyuan, Gong Ti Nan Lu,  
Chaoyang District;  
+86 10 6551 6788

Artists Harrison Liu and 
Jehanne de Biolley have 
transformed their living and 
working space into a fusion of 
furniture, jewellery design and 
couture weaving. Their studio, 
situated in a former Ming 
dynasty library, has a broadly 
oriental finesse, and displays a 
wide range of original designs. 
Shop for antique or modern 
furniture, or have an interior 
design consultation session 
with the creative duo.  
61 Dashiqiao Hutong, Xicheng 
District; +86 139 0124 6125

SHANG BARGLEN CLASSIC LIU + DE BIOLLEY  
STUDIO AND GALLERY   THE TEMPLE HOTEL WALDORF ASTORIA BEIJING
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Before fashionistas became obsessed with cashmere 
and its baby sister pashmina, or alpaca and vicuña 
wool, there was silk, a cloth so prized that it spawned 

a 5,000km trading route stretching from China to the 
Mediterranean. Silk lures us with its comfort, pleasure, 
delicacy, sheen – all reasons why I’ve spent hours poring over 
racks and shelves at shops and markets in Bangkok, Chiang 
Mai, Hong Kong, Jodhpur, Milan and Mumbai in search of silk 
clothing and accessories, knowing that this is one fabric that 
always feels and looks good.

According to a well-worn legend, silk originated in 
China around 2700 BCE, when a cocoon dropped off a 
mulberry tree and into the teacup of an empress, the hot 
drink unravelling the structure’s fibres. The empress, so 
amazed by this discovery, apparently proceeded to invent 
the silk reel and loom. Sericulture, the practice of breeding 
silkworms, was then established in Asia and slowly 
dispersed to the Byzantine and Arab lands. In the Middle 
Ages, Europe began its own production. 

Today silk, while still a luxury item, is widespread, 
used to outfit folk from head to heel, scarves to slippers. 
Its qualities of lightness, resilience, pliability and strength 
make it astonishingly versatile. Some believe that a filament 
of silk is stronger than a filament of steel, while the 
UK’s Royal Armouries recently concluded that a silk vest 
belonging to Archduke Franz Ferdinand – had he worn it – 

could have stopped the shot that precipitated WWI.
Of all the world’s silks, perhaps none is as illustrious as 

that from Thailand. “What sets Thai silk apart is that it’s a 
relatively small portion of the total global supply, so those 
who want Thai silk do so because they want to stand out for 
being unique. Thai silk also has varying qualities, with some 
types having more of a structure to them than others,” 
states Mabir Singh, a manager at Mahaco Impex Silk Shop, 
one of Singapore’s top silk stores, where the walls and 
shelves are lined to the rafters with rolls of the material. 

In Thailand, silk dates back 3,000 years, and though 
production occurs throughout the country, its heartland is 
the northeast region of Isaan, on the Korat Plateau, an area 
of rolling hills and patchy lakes bordered by Cambodia, 
the Mekong River, and misty mountain ranges. Isaan is an 
agricultural treasure chest, but the silk is the real jewel, 
derived from bright, yellow cocoons that are like capsules  
of spun gold. 

Weaving in Isaan is a cornerstone of the local heritage, 
still largely performed the traditional way. “Silk forms an 
integral part of Thai culture. In the rural areas you will 
find looms under most stilted houses and family members 
will weave whenever they are not busy tending to the rice 
fields,” explains Michael Vaipot Petpoon, owner of Almeta 
Thai Silk, a bespoke manufacturer where customers can 
choose silk from over 1,000 colours, as well as different PH
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Above: Thai motifs, 
such as the ubiquitous 
elephants, figure 
prominently in silk 
designs. Facing page: 
Thailand’s Queen Sirikit 
wore this silk gown, 
with ikat design, when 
she accepted the United 
Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
Ceres Award in 1979

Demand has never 
waned since silk first 
appeared along its 
far-reaching trading 
route over two millenia 
ago. Some of the finest 
examples of the fabric 
are found in Thailand, 
says Sanjay Surana

Queen of textiles 
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yarn types and weight. Making silk is a painstakingly 
laborious process – 5,500 silkworm cocoons are needed 
to generate just one kilogramme of silk – but the finished 
product acquires a radiant, highly desirable lustre, courtesy 
of silk’s triangular-prism fibres that reflect light. 

King Chulalongkorn recognised the importance of silk 
in the country and established a department of sericulture 
more than a century ago, but it was an American that 
propelled Thai silk onto the global stage. When Jim 
Thompson, a former officer with Office of Strategic Services 
(the forerunner of the CIA), came to Thailand after WWII 
and saw a cadre of weavers in the northeastern district 
of Pak Thong Chai, a light bulb went on and his business 
was started. Soon, American interior designers, costume 
makers and fashion mavens were snapping up his imported 
fabrics, hand-woven halfway across the globe, many with 
the ikat-style, geometric tie-dyed patterns that have become 
a hallmark of Thai silk. Even after Thompson’s mysterious 
disappearance in Malaysia in 1967, the company he founded 
continued to grow and today is the go-to source for high-
end Thai silk. His main Bangkok store and museum are now 
established stops on the city’s tourist trails.

Of all the silk I’ve bought, from pyjamas to cravats to 
pillowcases, I’ve cherished none like the shirts and throws 

from Thailand. Thai silks have a rich coarseness to their 
composition – the silk is known as slubby, the yarn a little 
uneven and characterised by nubs (small mass of fibres) 
that make them seem raw. “Our best-selling silks are 
the textured ones. These are reeled by semi-automated 
machines in our mill in Pak Thong Chai and woven by hand,” 
notes Sasaya Burana, a manager at the Jim Thompson. Thai 
silk also remains a small-scale enterprise. “Our silk can 
only be woven by hand. Anything machine-made is unlikely 
to be 100 per cent Thai silk,” she continues. 

Thai silk is effervescent and vivacious with intricate 
patterning that mesmerises the beholder. The vertical 
warp yarn and horizontal weft yarn are often dyed different 
colours before weaving, resulting in an iridescent effect, 
the hues altering when the finished product is seen from 
different angles. “Each fabric is unique because the 
patterns are created from the weavers’ creativity and what 
they see around them,” adds Piyavara Teekara Natenoi, 
head officer of the Queen Sirikit Museum of Textiles. 

The queen’s role in consecrating the heritage of Thai 
silk should not be underestimated. Some might even 
describe her as a muse for the fabric. One particularly 
famous photo taken in 1960 shows her standing next to 
US President Dwight Eisenhower wearing a ravishing silk 
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From left: Buddhas donning silk scarves 
in Bangkok; Jim Thompson inspecting 
silk in a weaving mill in 1950 

26 Thai silk



CITIS1698_CitiGlobal_ATM_PriorityMag_p.indd   1 3/9/14   5:36 PM



gown. In travels with her husband around rural 
Thailand in the 1950s and 1960s, she saw how 
families struggled with traditional farming and 
sought a way for them to find new sources of 
income. In 1976, she founded the SUPPORT 
Foundation to encourage the production of 
traditional handicrafts. Her role as Thai silk’s 
guardian angel was cemented with the 2012 
opening of the museum that bears her name, 
a repository that fetes Thai handicraft and 
includes an extensive exhibition of silk – check 
out the couture silk gowns designed for the 
queen by French designer Pierre Balmain. 
The museum, located on the grounds of the 
Grand Palace, is a momentous milestone for 
the industry, and a significant enough cultural 
destination that hotels like the Mandarin 
Oriental Bangkok offer guests guided tours  
of it – in the Mandarin Oriental’s case, 
accompanied by a curator. Silk carries 
substantial weight in the country’s artisanal 
hierarchy, evident from the annual Khon Kaen 
Silk Festival that takes place in Isaan at the 
end of November, a ten-day extravaganza that 

honours the region’s silk heritage and industry.
Yet, even when anchored by all this history 

and tradition, Thai silk isn’t frozen in the 
past. “It’s so deeply rooted in our culture yet 
at the same time feels very contemporary,” 
says Petpoon. “I have always been fascinated 
how such a modern-looking material can be 
achieved with traditional wooden hand looms.” 
In 2012, as part of Bangkok fashion week, a 
show called The Queen of Thai Silk showcased 
Thai-silk couture by seven designers including 
Christophe Josse (France), Yumi Katsura 
(Japan), and Frederick Lee (Singapore). Thai 
fashion designer Kem Issara and American 
Charles Elliott Harbison are both liberal users 
of Thai silk in their work, and silk maker 
Almeta works with Tossapon Kerdkeaw, who 
is studying Fashion Design at Bangkok’s 
Thammasat University, to compose some of 
its pieces. These chapters should be grounds 
for celebration, increasingly rare instances 
of a traditional and labour-intensive process 
continuing to have a place, to play a role,  
in the modern day. 

WHERE TO BUY SILK 

Jim Thompson 
9 Surawong Road, Suriyawong, Bangrak, Bangkok 
+66 2 632 8100; jimthompson.com

Almeta Thai Silk 
20/3 Sukhumvit Soi 23, Bangkok  
+66 2 258 4227; almeta.com 

Museum Shop - Queen Sirikit Museum of Textiles 
Grand Palace, Phra Nakhon, Bangkok  
+66 2 225 9420; qsmtthailand.org

Mahaco Impex Silk Shop 
51 Arab Street, Singapore 
 +65 6396 0696; mahaco.com.sg

From left: Jim Thompson is known for revitalising the Thai 
silk industry by introducing colour schemes. Today, his 
company has over 50 workshop buildings as well as 45 
hectares of silkworm farms; a traditional loom in Thailand 
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The Danish interlocking 
toys are experiencing  
exciting transformation 
in the hands of artists. 
Nelissa Hernandez 
reveals what makes 
these colourful bricks 
a versatile medium of 
creative expression

It’s been reported that celebrity Paris Hilton 
picked a motorcyle as her favourite among all 
of the gifts she received on her 30th birthday. 

Not just a typical motorcycle but a Swarovski-
encrusted one, painted in pink, and embellished 
with Lego bricks. Created by New York-based 
painter and artist Cimon, the US$30,000 
motorcycle, called Love Paris, took two weeks 
to create and is one of the artist’s works 
incorporating the Danish building blocks.

Lego bricks have been inspiring creativity 
since they were invented in 1949, and in 
recent years there’s been an emergence of 
artists using the interlocking toys as base for 
their works, which range from the whimsical 

to the quirky, such as replicas of famous 
paintings and practical homeware. In fact, the 
Billund-based company works with a team of 
Lego Certified Professionals, a dozen “Lego 
hobbyists who have turned their passion for 
building and creating with Lego bricks into a 
full- or part-time profession.”

One of them is American artist Sean 
Kenney, whose works have been labelled by 
The New York Times as the “artistic elite of 
Lego-building”. He has authored bestselling 
Lego-themed children’s books and created 
hundreds of commissioned portraits, models, 
logos and sculptures. “I go through about 
250,000 to 400,000 Lego pieces every year, and 

Beautiful bricks 
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keep over two million on hand at any given 
time,” he says of his expansive collection.

Kenney’s latest Lego-themed exhibition, 
“Nature Connects”, which is touring botanical 
gardens and parks in the US till 2016, 
comprises sculptures indicating relationships 
between elements of nature. Developed in 
2011, the exhibition showcases life-sized 
pieces, such as a lawn mower sculpture, as 
well as a giant hummingbird dipping its beak 
into giant orange blooms; a 7ft-tall rose and 
a 5ft-wide butterfly. “Much as Lego pieces 
connect, everything in nature is connected in 
an intricate balance,” explains Kenney.

As far as creating brick art is concerned, 

the intricate balance seems to stem from piling 
up bricks that are traditionally rather rigid in 
form and shape while letting creativity take its 
course. Creativity springs from inspiration, and 
as most brick artists would agree, inspiration 
comes from their “inner child”, or childhood 
experiences per se. 

“I was a total ‘Lego maniac’ when I was a 
kid, and Lego toys were usually the only toys  
I ever asked for when my birthday would come 
around each year. I kept building Lego models 
all through childhood and even into my teenage 
and adult years,” says Kenney. 

In the past decade, the rise of brick 
artists can be attributed to the presence of 

independent websites such as the online portal, 
BrickLink, that sell Lego parts and sets. With 
the variety of parts available, anyone can mix 
and match bricks from different sets, creating 
endless possibilities. 

“Lego is a powerful medium for creating art, 
because everyone knows what Lego is. So using 
bricks as a medium can make art accessible 
to common people. Because you do not need 
special training or equipment (think pottery or 
sculpture or painting) to put bricks together, 
this means everyone can create with bricks, and 
this can be very empowering, to inspire people 
to tell their own story with bricks,” says Jeffrey 
Kong of Singapore’s BricksBen Creations,  



a two-year-old creative venture that’s bringing the joy of the 
brick to the island-state. 

With Lego’s distinctive shape, creating curvy objects 
may pose some limitations, but brick artists look at it as a 
fun kind of challenge. One is not limited to building an item 
that’s strictly boxed and rectangular, and it opens up a lot of 
room for experimentation. 

And if experimentation is anything to go by, Cimon 
seems to be pretty at ease with it. Swarovski crystals, for 
instance, is his way of adding a dash of personal touch in 
his works. The Love Paris motorcyle is part of his series 
called “Little Love Story”, a study in bling and bricks, and 
a vivid depiction of tiny stories that revolve around love and 
keeping the holiday spirit alive. In his Love Comes Around 
piece, for instance, he created a moving carousel complete 
with Lego brick horses and crystallised bricks as well as 
1,700 crystals to bring out the magic of the holiday season. 

Meanwhile, in Singapore, Benjamin Cheh and Jeffrey 
Kong, the creative duo behind BricksBen Creations, 
challenge themselves to build replicas of objects in the 
smallest possible scale without losing detail. Their brick 
tuk-tuk, for instance, is loyal to the Thai transportation icon, 
complete with a brick driver and moving wheels. Their Lego 
HDB (Housing Development Board) diorama, a recreation of  
a Singapore residential building, even comes with a  
covered walkway, a senior citizens’ corner as well as  
a children’s playground. 

As for Kenney, custom portraits are the most difficult, 
and experimenting with attaching bricks and moving pieces 
around greatly affect the facial expressions in his art. When 

Opening spread, clockwise from left: Cimon’s Love Comes Around with 
Lego and Swarovski crystals; Sean Kenney’s butterfly sculpture with 
60,000 bricks; BricksBen’s life-size Lego Leica camera; Kenney’s life-
size bicycle Lego sculpture. This page, from left: A Beetle sculpture; 
an iconic Singapore residential block by BricksBen Creations

32 Lego art
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he was commissioned to do a Lego portrait of two brothers, 
it took him an entire summer to perfect the expressions 
as captured in a photograph. “Unlike traditional sculpture, 
you can’t just carve out a shape or add to a surface. You 
have to think ahead as you’re building upwards linearly. It’s 
very tricky at first, but once you get the hang of it, it’s very 
rewarding to build something organic.” 

With easy access to bricks, artists have the opportunity 
to continue thinking big, and push the boundaries of these 
plastic toys, one brick at a time. As Cimon says: “They have 
an incredibly simple design but are an undeniably effective 
and accessible medium for conveying a story. Lego is a 
great compact size that thinks big.” 

OBJETS D’ART

Brick artists accept commissioned works, from corporate logos to 
custom portraits. Sean Kenney (seankenney.com) creates bespoke 
Lego portraits, and has a line of limited-edition lamps built using 
bricks. His “Nature Connects” exhibition is on display at San 
Antonio Botanical Garden in Texas and San Francisco Zoo, California 
until 4 January 2015. 
 
Singapore duo BricksBen Creations (bricksben.com) are currently 
working on designing Lego-based replica of iconic Singapore 
shophouses in five different styles, while Cimon (cimon-art.com) 
accepts bespoke projects in his New York studio. 

If you want to try your hand at making your own unique Lego 
creations, BrickLink (bricklink.com), an online portal selling Lego 
parts and sets, is a good place to pick up various types of bricks. 
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Mysterious trails 

Agatha Christie’s works 
are filled with murder  
and mayhem. To celebrate 
the 125th anniversary 
of the author’s birth, 
Minty Clinch follows the 
Queen of Crime in exotic 
locations around the world 

Standing alongside Shakespeare as the best-selling 
author of all time with over two billion books 
sold, Agatha Christie is no stranger to travelling. 

Her stories revolve around exotic locations, her cunning 
characters created while she’s vagabonding around the 
globe. With a childhood spent in the UK and married life filled 
with various overseas journeys, her knowledge of the world 
is reflected in the twists and turns of her thrillers that take 
readers to the intricacies of murders in different locations, 
the sharp detectives drawing clues from the surroundings 
that Christie herself had stepped foot on. 

This year, the Queen of Crime celebrates her 125th birth 
anniversary. By way of commemorating this landmark year, 
her grandson, Mathew Prichard, has green-lighted The 
Monogram Murders, the first non-Christie mystery that stars  
Hercule Poirot, the idiosyncratic Belgian sleuth present 
in 33 of Christie’s novels. Just as Ian Fleming’s 007 has 
deployed his licence to kill in James Bond scenarios devised 
by Sebastian Faulks in Devil May Care and William Boyd in 
Solo, Poirot dances to the tune of a contemporary novelist, 
Sophie Hannah, in a book that is now on sale in 50 countries 
in 29 languages.  

Following a pitch by her agent to the Christie estate, 
Hannah, a Manchester-born Cambridge-based academic 
who has written eight thrillers, was chosen to resurrect 
Poirot 39 years after he died of cardiac complications in 
Curtain. “Christie has always been a huge influence,” she 
said, “but a revival novel would never ever have occurred PH
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to me. When I thought about it, I realised that an idea that 
wouldn’t work for me in a contemporary context would 
be perfect for Poirot.” She got round the inconvenience of 
a dead detective by setting her book in the 1920s before 
Poirot’s well-charted appreciation of gourmet dining took 
its toll on his heart.  

Where Poirot leads, television is quick to follow. The 
BBC has commissioned two Agatha Christie adaptations 
for the 125th anniversary. And Then There Were None, top of 
her hit list with 100 million sales to date, will be a television 
film, while David Walliams plays the male half of the 
sleuthing couple, Tommy and Tuppence, in a six-part series 
based on Partners in Crime. Film studio 20th Century Fox 
has also acquired the rights to remake Murder on the Orient 
Express, with Ridley Scott at the helm.  

Places & influences
In September 1890, Agatha Christie was born near 
Torquay on England’s South Devon coast. Here, fans can 
now ‘follow’ her footsteps, and vicariously live through 
the complex world of Poirot. The Agatha Christie Mystery 
Mile, for instance, takes travellers to 10 coastal landmarks 
that played a role in Christie’s life, including the Torquay 
Museum, with its dedicated Christie gallery; Princess Pier, 
where she roller-skated; and Beacon Cove, still segregated 
when she bathed there as a child. The International Agatha 
Christie Festival, headlined in 2014 by Sophie Hannah, takes 
place each September at Torre Abbey on the seafront, an 

Top: A photo of Agatha 
Christie taken in 1926.  
Facing page, from 
top: The Pera Palace 
Hotel in Istanbul has a 
commemorative Agatha 
Christie suite; an actor 
dressed as Hercule 
Poirot, the Belgian 
detective in 33 of  
Christie’s novels  
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appropriate choice because its Potent Plants 
Garden was inspired by the crime writer’s 
predilection for death by poisoning. The 
Mystery Mile also traces a route between 
two imposing Victorian hotels. The Imperial 
Hotel features in several of her novels, while 
the Agatha Christie suite in The Grand Hotel 
commemorates her honeymoon night with 
Archie, her first husband, whom she met at 
a house party in Devon in the early 1900s. He 
went to war after their marriage on Christmas 
Eve, 1914, while she worked in Torquay as a 
volunteer nurse and apothecary’s assistant, 
acquiring basic information about poisons and 
medical practices that would be invaluable 
down the line.  

The Mysterious Affair at Styles reflects this 
part of her life. The novel, started in 1916 and 
published, after many setbacks, in January 

1921, is classic Christie in rural England 
mode. For her, a village is the perfect place to 
scatter clues. Her cast is headed by residents 
of a certain age, spinsters and retired colonels 
with time on their hands to have chats over 
floral tea cups and bridge. The plots often 
develop in big houses, either on the brink of 
ruin following centuries of squirearchy or 
tarted up by new money.

Tracing Christie’s travels
Christie’s life-long lust for travel started in 
Miss Dryden’s Parisian finishing school and 
continued in Cairo’s El Gezirah Hotel on the 
banks of the Nile, still an iconic property in 
the Sofitel portfolio. In 1919, Rosalind, the 
Christies’ only child, was born, but parental 
responsibility didn’t stop them from joining 
a round-the-world trade mission in 1922. On 
a ten-month trip to promote the 1925 British 
Empire Exhibition, they visited South Africa, 
Australasia, Honolulu and Canada. 

Her happy times ended abruptly in 1926 
when Archie revealed his love for Nancy 
Neele, a friend of the trade mission leader. His 
confession prompted Christie’s self-staged 
disappearance. After an international furore 
lasting 11 days, she was discovered in the 
Swan Hydropathic Hotel (now Old Swan Hotel) 
in Harrogate, North Yorkshire registered as 
Mrs Teresa Neele. As she never explained 
her behaviour, she was accused of everything 
from showboating and amnesia to framing her 
husband’s lover for her murder, the scenario 
for Michael Apted’s 1979 film, Agatha, starring 
Vanessa Redgrave and Dustin Hoffman. 

The author then met archaeologist 
Max Mallowan, in Ur, Iraq in 1930, which 
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This page, clockwise from left: The author’s typewriter on display at her home at 
Greenway, Devon; Death on the Nile, published in 1937; The Mysterious Affair at Styles, 
Christie’s first published novel. Facing page, clockwise from top left: Murder on the Orient 
Express; The Old Cataract Aswan in Egypt, where Christie wrote Death on the Nile; Sophie 
Hannah was commissioned to write The Monogram Murders, a 1920s detective novel
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subsequently became the setting for Murder in 
Mesopotamia. Max and Agatha married within 
months, and lived happily until her death in 
1976. Many of the artefacts they found are now 
on display in the Mesopotamian rooms in the 
British Museum. 

Artistically, the Mallowan marriage seemed 
like the perfect union, their digs in Syria, Iraq 
and Iran involved ships and luxury trains. 
Instead of mingling in churches and drawing 
rooms, her 1930s characters are brought 
together by their choice of transport. They 
have cabins or wagon-lits but, in the pre-en 
suite-era, those roaming the corridors with 
evil intent can always be spotted by legitimate 
prying eyes. Christie’s passenger lists initially 
seem random, but closer study reveals a 
network of connections the perpetrators hope 
to keep secret. In Death on the Nile, Linnet 
Ridgeway’s fellow travellers have long-standing 
reasons to ill-wish the spoiled heiress. In 
Murder on the Orient Express, Poirot discovers 
that everyone in the coach travelling from 

From left: The quiet beach house on Burgh Island, off England’s 
South Devon coast, is where Christie wrote And Then There 
Were None; one of the rooms at the author’s Greenway estate 
featuring a portrait of Agatha Christie at age four 

Istanbul to Calais knew the murdered Ratchett.
The Queen of Crime was also a regular 

guest at the The Pera Palace, built for Orient 
Express passengers arriving in Istanbul, and 
a much-loved stopover en route to the Middle 
East. Legend has it that Christie wrote Murder 
on the Orient Express here. Now, travellers can 
even check into the king room named after  
the author. 

In the mid-1930s, Christie spent happy 
winter months researching and writing Death 
on the Nile in Aswan’s time-warped The  
Old Cataract hotel overlooking Elephantine 
Island in Egypt. Both she and fellow 
regular, Winston Churchill, have palatial 
commemorative suites here costing £4,785 
(US$7,600) a night. 

By the end of the decade, Christie bought 
Greenway, a creamy Georgian house in 33 
wooded acres overlooking Devon’s River Dart 
for £6,000. As it was her holiday home, she 
never wrote there, but she used it freely as a 
murder location, placing a strangled girl in the 

boathouse, a poisoned artist in the garden and 
a corpse in the Baghdad chest in the hall. After 
his mother’s death in 2004, Mathew Prichard 
presented it lock, stock and barrel to the 
National Trust who now open the house to the 
public. The building is kept in good repair, but 
in all other respects visitors are led to believe 
the Mallowans have just gone out to lunch. 

For the ultimate Christie experience,  
check into the Burgh Island Hotel, an Art  
Deco ocean liner of a property some 45km  
to the west of Greenway. This was the 
inspiration for And Then There Were None,  
a creepy thriller in which the killer invites  
10 victims, none of them innocents, to the tidal 
island so he can pick them off one by one. 
Guests awakened from king size luxury by 
crashing waves may be haunted by the ghosts 
that stalked Dame Agatha’s masterpiece.  
Don’t say you weren’t warned.
Singapore Airlines flies four times daily to London 
(where Devon is a four-hour drive away), and six 
times weekly to Istanbul. PH
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Merry Manhattan

Dusted in snow and 
glittering with fairy  
lights, the Big Apple 
transforms into 
a captivating and 
whimsical land  
during the holidays.  
Sanjay Surana shares  
the best spots to take  
in the festive vibe 

New York loves to dress up and party like no other 
city on the planet, with the festive season being 
the most glittering occasion of them all. The 
atmosphere on the streets is unique, a magical 

blend of razzmatazz and nostalgic tradition that makes you 
feel as if you’ve just strolled on to a movie set. When I came 
to live here from the UK, it quickly became my favourite time 
of year. Everything seems bigger, louder and more sparkling 
– a joyful, skyscraper-filled wonderland that can make you 
feel 10ft tall. 

To get a good feel for this city’s passion for over-the-top 
yuletide celebrations, head down to Rockefeller Center for 
the lighting up of the city’s biggest and most iconic Christmas 
tree. This is decoration taken to a whole new level: as 
Manhattan’s evening rush-hour traffic grinds to a halt, tens 
of thousands of spectators cheer along the sidewalks while 
news helicopters circle overhead and TV shows broadcast 
the event live across the nation. Last year the giant Norway 
spruce was topped off with a fabulous star measuring nearly 
10ft across and made from 25,000 Swarovski crystals with 
one million facets. Catch this year’s dazzling show on the 
evening of 3 December – but I recommend you dress warmly 
for the occasion and arrive as early as you can to catch a 
close-up of the action.

 Actually, the seasonal delights begin even earlier in 
the year, kicking off right after Thanksgiving (America’s 
national holiday on the fourth Thursday of November) 
with its surreal giant, helium-filled balloon parade, and 
stretching right through to the New Year. During this period 
the city smartens up, temperatures dip and twinkling lights 
suddenly appear everywhere – beaded artfully on trees, 

new york 

PH
OT

O
G

R
AP

H
S:

 G
ET

TY
 IM

AG
ES

Festive New York City 41 





Opening spread: Skyscrapers towering next to ice skaters in 
Central Park. Facing page: The iconic Rockefeller Christmas Tree 
will be lit up on 3 December 2014 till 7 January 2015. This page, 
from left: Chestnuts being roasted on a street in Manhattan;  
shop for your holiday gifts at Union Square’s Christmas markets 

slung high above avenues, blanketing building facades. 
Meanwhile the Christmas shopping season builds up  
steam in all the major department stores, starting with  
the momentous sales signalled by Black Friday, the day 
after Thanksgiving.

The festivities ramp up like a loosely arranged aria, 
orchestrated and yet fluid, choreographed and also 
informally unstructured. “The holiday season is one of the 
most exciting times of the year to visit – the five boroughs 
come alive with a captivating spirit, attracting visitors from 
every corner of the globe,” says Fred Dixon, president of 
NYC & Company, the city’s tourism organisation. Certain 
perennial events act as catalysts for Christmas merry-
making, snapshots that bring youthful cheer to even the 
most jaded residents. 

The show at Radio City Music Hall, where high-kicking 
chorus girls known as The Rockettes swivel, tap and shuffle 
with dazzling synchronicity to Christmas tunes, fills the 
audience with child-like joy. Venerable stores like Barneys, 
Henri Bendel, Lord & Taylor, Macy’s, Saks Fifth Avenue, 
and Tiffany & Co. weave magic in their window displays, 
expectant crowds queuing up outside to see the holidays 
interpreted with whimsy, panache and wild imagination. 

Glimpsing a window for the first time is thrilling, like 
witnessing a Hollywood premiere. At the annual New York 
Botanical Garden exhibit – this season, it’s open from 16 
November 2014 to 12 January 2015  – model trains snake 

along a quarter mile of track, rattling past more than  
150 landmarks, like the New York Stock Exchange, Flatiron 
Building and the Chrysler Building, made of horse-chestnut 
bark, eucalyptus leaves, pussy willow buds, alder cones, 
gourd seeds, lotus pods, star anise, willow sticks, and  
other plant parts. 

The ice skating rinks at Rockefeller Center and Central 
Park are a popular draw with visitors, but for the ultimate in 
cool, head for the lesser-known rink at Bryant Park where 
the local media and fashion sets are often spotted going 
out for a spin. Quietly slicing round the rink, your breath 
visible at every exhalation, you can enjoy one of the best 
backdrops in the city: the gently tapered Grace Building, 
the glass-sheathed Bank of America tower, the gold-
topped Bryant Park Hotel with the Empire State Building 
peeking out behind. The park’s holiday market, with more 
than 100 stalls, is also one of the best pop-ups in the Big 
Apple, offering everything from eco-friendly jewellery and 
handbags to spicy sour pickles. 

It’s easy to escape the crowds to find spots for quieter, 
more cultural seasonal experiences from the city’s past. 
Patchin Place, a cul-de-sac in Greenwich Village once 
home to writers including E.E. Cummings, appears today 
as it did in the 1800s, with a solitary old-style gas lamp 
(now powered by electricity), the sole light in this historic 
corner of Gotham. In the reaches of Upper Manhattan, The 
Cloisters (a branch of The Metropolitan Museum of Art) that PH
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incorporates European abbeys into its design, transports 
visitors to the milieu of medieval times.

For me, the most indelible experience was always 
the citywide light displays, the largest of which is 
at Bloomingdale’s on 59th Street, where columns of 
bulbs are stacked around the building’s face, turning 
it into a dazzling beacon in the heart of the city. For an 
enchanting experience, visit the Italian-American Brooklyn 
neighbourhood of Dyker Heights. Here houses turn into 
magical realms, their facades and front gardens plastered 
with giant yuletide characters and strings of decorative 
bulbs – expect large Grinches and snowmen, recreations 
of the nativity scene and mechanical Santas that wave to 
passersby. The first time I walked past them I was literally 
speechless, awed by the dedication, passion – and good-
natured neighbourly competition – that fuelled these 
fantastical dreamlands. While it takes some effort to get 
to Dyker Heights, some hotels such as the Langham Place 
on Fifth Avenue – a sleek hotel two blocks from the Empire 
State Building – provide a car and driver to bring guests 
here as part of a Christmas in New York special. 

No Christmas would be complete without some 
feasting, and New York is happy to oblige. The historic 
Tavern on the Green, a Victorian landmark that reopened 
in 2014 after being closed for four years, has a gorgeous 
setting in Central Park, a new, slick, glass-walled room 
offering front-row seats on America’s most famous urban 
green space, and special holiday menus of its contemporary 
American fare. For a swish cocktail, stop at the St. Regis 
hotel. Its King Cole Bar is one of the city’s most lauded 
watering holes and an exemplar of New York sophistication, 
and this year celebrated the 80th anniversary of the Bloody 
Mary, the classic American cocktail that was invented  
here in 1934. 

The toughest ticket in the city is for Christmas Eve’s 
midnight mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral, a moving, earnest, 
contemplative service in one of the city’s most impressive 
structures, a neo-Gothic, Tuckahoe marble pile completed 
in 1878. On Christmas Day itself, I always enjoyed a stroll 
down sunny Fifth Avenue, the sidewalks that had swarmed 
with frantic shoppers a few days earlier now much 
more relaxed, populated by the occasional jogger or dog 
walker, and families from all over the world, stopping at 
storefronts to look at the displays, basking in the drama 
and significance of the moment – Christmas Day on Fifth 

Avenue in NYC! Many kid-friendly Broadway shows open on 

this public holiday, offering an opportunity for generations 
to come together while ticking another quintessential 
premium New York experience off the list. An unforgettable 
way to round out the day is a Christmas meal at One if by 
Land, Two if by Sea, considered by some the most romantic 
restaurant in the city: The intimate, fine-dining boîte is set 
inside a carriage house that was built in 1767.

And should the festivities seem to end too abruptly, 
there’s always New Year to look ahead to. Enthusiastic 
crowds squeeze together in sub-zero temperatures to 
watch the ball drop above Times Square. Others head to 
Webster Hall for dancing and a giant balloon drop, while 
the more ascetic go for a midnight run in Central Park. 
But the savvy visitor should consider the following duo. 
A luxury cruise around Manhattan – it is an island after 
all – board the Manhattan, a 1920s-style yacht with teak 
decks and mahogany trim, complete with hors d’oeuvres, 
music, champagne at midnight, and a view of the New Year’s 
fireworks from offshore, the pyrotechnics reflected in the 
water below. Even more refined, the black-tie gala dinner 
at The Carlyle is New York finesse through and through. 
Anticipate a five-course meal, live music and dancing in the 
lobby, and a champagne toast at midnight in the company of 
like-minded accomplished, charming revellers. How’s that 
for a fittingly celebratory way to bid farewell to the old year 
and welcome the new one? 
Singapore Airlines flies daily to New York City via Frankfurt. 

Dyker Heights in Brooklyn has been 
luring visitors every Christmas 
season since the 1980s because  
of its magical light displays  
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Sweet Rewards at  Changi Airport

Advertorial

With over 350 retail stores and 120 dining outlets 
across its terminals, Changi Airport is one of 
Singapore’s best shopping destinations.The airport’s 
loyalty programme, Changi Rewards, allows 
members to earn points and enjoy exclusive benefits 
as they shop and dine at participating outlets.

Start your journey as a Changi Rewards member 
and earn one point for every dollar spent at Changi 
Airport. Gold and Platinum members receive double 
and triple points respectively for every dollar spent 
(subject to a minimum spend of S$10). 

With the partnership between Singapore Airlines and 
Changi Airport, Changi Rewards Gold and Platinum 
members can now enjoy the additional benefit of 
converting their Changi Rewards points to KrisFlyer 
miles. 

The world’s most awarded airline comes together with the world’s most awarded airport to bring you 
even more benefits for your holidays.   

Shop and Win Free Flights draw
From now till 31 March 2015, spend at least S$30 
nett in a single receipt for a chance to win a pair of 
Singapore Airlines or SilkAir tickets to your choice of 
monthly featured destinations in the ‘Shop and Win 
Free Flights’ draw. Three pairs of tickets to exciting 
destinations, such as Sydney and Kathmandu, are up 
for grabs each week!

Not a member yet? 
Sign up for free membership at changirewards.com/join 
or pick up a card at any Changi Rewards or Airport 
Information Counters, and earn points immediately! 
Plus, receive 50 points and a welcome gift^ when you 
complete your registration. 
^While stocks last.

Singapore Stopover Holiday
Enjoy the vibrant sights and sounds of Singapore 
with a Singapore Stopover Holiday from S$59*! 

Inclusive of accommodation, return airport transfers 
and admission into 15 major attractions, it’s a great 
way to explore the Garden City en-route to your 
final destination.

Find out more on singaporeair.com
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Maine lobster
Take a trip along Maine’s rocky pine-strewn 
coast and you’ll see them dotted among 
the beaches, fishing villages and port town 
harbours. Little wooden shacks dedicated 
to a local delicacy that attracts millions of 
visitors each year to this New England state on 
America’s northeastern shore. It’s lobster. But 
not just any lobster, as any local will tell you. 

Homarus americanus or Maine lobster is 
a cold-water species that’s big, bold and full 
of flavour. Its hefty asymmetrical claws – one 
large crusher, and a smaller one for gripping 
and nipping – are where the sweetest and 
most tender meat can be found. Napkins, 

bibs, crackers, forks and picks are among the 
paraphernalia required to access the treasures 
within, but it doesn’t have to be such hard work. 
Lobster rolls are a Maine staple, combining 
warm lobster meat with melted butter in a 
hotdog bun. You can watch the lobstermen 
returning along the Maine coast with their 
catch at any time of year, but by fall, lobster 
season is really in full swing. As a precursor to 
peak season, the annual Maine Lobster Festival 
in Rockland boasts the world’s biggest lobster 
cooker and up to 20,000 pounds of delicious, 
fresh lobster.   
Must-try: Winner of a James Beard Foundation 

award, chef-owner Sam Hayward’s Fore Street 
is a celebration of the best of Maine, from 
its New England decor, brick and soapstone 
hearths and copper-topped tables, to its locally 
farmed, foraged and fished ingredients. Try the 
wood-roasted lobster with chanterelles and 
bourbon butter sauce.
Stay: For understated luxury, bay views and  
a great downtown location, near the Old 
Port and Arts district, The Westin Portland 
Harborview is hard to beat.
Singapore Airlines flies daily to New York, where 
you can take a one-and-a-half hour domestic flight 
or a five-hour drive to Portland, Maine. 

French poet Léon-Paul Fargue once claimed that eating oysters is like kissing the sea on the lips. 
The same applies to sampling some of the world’s other superb seafood, says James Brennan

Catch of the day



Greenland shrimp
Not all shrimps are created equal, as anyone 
who has tasted Greenland shrimp will attest. 
Upon first inspection, this cold-water shrimp 
doesn’t look that impressive. Though vividly 
pink when cooked, it tends to be much smaller 
than its warm-water counterpart. But when 
it comes to flavour and texture, the Pandalus 
borealis is in a league of its own. To find out 
why, we must delve into the deep, dark, cold 
and relatively unpolluted waters of the North 
Atlantic Ocean, where the cold-water shrimp 
spends its life, wild on the seabed. Low 
temperatures slow down the growing process of 
the shrimp, so it takes four to six years before 
it is mature and ready to catch, whenever the 
ice is penetrable. In that time it develops firm, 
juicy flesh and a distinctive ocean flavour, with 
a hint of sweetness at the end. It ingests less 
sediment than warm-water species, so it has a 
clean and crisp taste. In Denmark, Greenland 
shrimp are considered pure enough to be eaten 
raw as well as cooked. 
Must-try: Rene Redzepi’s two-Michelin-star 
Noma used to serve Greenland shrimp alive, 
to be dipped in an emulsion of brown cheese 
and butter. These days, intrepid seafood 
aficionados come to the world’s best restaurant 
in Copenhagen for sustainable shrimp wrapped 
in ramson or goosefoot leaves, with a yeast and 
rhubarb root broth.
Stay: Refurbished in 2013, Hotel D’Angleterre 
heritage hotel near the shops of Strøget 
and the Nyhavn canal has been offering the 
ultimate in luxury and style since 1755. 
Singapore Airlines flies five times weekly  
to Copenhagen.



Opening spread, from left: A man holds freshly caught lobsters outside his 
food stand in Maine; baked lobster; wooden lobster traps on a dock at Maine’s 
Bass Harbor. Facing page: Copenhagen’s Nyhavn canal; Greenland shrimp 
is pink when cooked. This page, from left: A beautiful array of fresh seafood 
sourced from Tokyo’s Tsukiji fish market; a fishmonger slicing a bluefin tuna 

PH
OT

O
G

R
AP

H
S:

 G
ET

TY
 IM

AG
ES

Bluefin tuna in Tokyo
If you’ve only eaten sushi from a conveyor belt, 
then you haven’t eaten sushi. Not real sushi. 
For that we advise a trip to Japan, where some 
of the world’s finest chefs hone their skills 
in perfecting the vinegared rice dish, topping 
them off with superb fish sourced from Tokyo’s 
legendary Tsukiji Market, the biggest fish and 
wholesale seafood market in the world.

One of the most prized is bluefin tuna, which 
can fetch over a million dollars per fish. Every 
first Saturday in January, sushi chefs gather in 
the early hours of the morning in Tsukiji Market 
for the auction of the year’s first bluefin tuna, 

with the 2013 auction breaking records with 
its US$1.76 million price tag for a 593lb fish. 
The meat of a bluefin tuna is graded based 
on its marbling, similar to what is done to 
beef. Its most premium part is the underbelly, 
known as o-toro, naturally fatty as it is the 
fish’s protection against the cold waters. 
Characterised by its distinctive pink meat with 
clear white lines, o-toro is said to be ‘creamy’ 
and ‘melt-in-your-mouth’. This incredibly tasty 
fish is a favourite among sushi lovers in the 
country, and a bluefin tuna sushi in Tokyo can 
demand prices as high as US$24 per piece.  

Must-try: A hit documentary film and some of 
the best sushi in the world have made chef Jiro 
Ono an international superstar. The likes of 
Barack Obama and Joel Robuchon have dined 
at Sukiyabashi Jiro, his tiny three-Michelin star 
basement restaurant near a metro station, 
enjoying such exquisite delicacies as o-toro and 
bonito smoked over burning straw. 
Stay: Made famous by the 2003 movie Lost In 
Translation, the Park Hyatt Tokyo, with its  
47th-floor swimming pool and heart-stopping 
views, is one of the city’s finest. 
Singapore Airlines flies five times daily to Tokyo. 

Ultimate seafood 49 
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Oysters in Brittany 
Oysters may be an acquired taste, but there’s 
no better place to acquire it than Brittany. 
With its miles of rugged coastline, beaches, 
islands and headlands, this picturesque region 
in northwestern France has for centuries been 
synonymous with seafood – its bivalve molluscs 
being a particular draw. King Louis XIV is said 
to have had his oysters brought on horseback to 
Versailles directly from Cancale, a little fishing 
village on the Emerald Coast, near the ancient 
walled port of Saint-Malo, and overlooking 
Mont Saint-Michel Bay. 

Must-try: Occupying the elegant Les Maisons 
de Bricourt, on the outskirts of Cancale, the 
serene Michelin-starred Le Coquillage has  
fine sea views to match its seafood. Try  
oysters au naturel, or perhaps with wakame 
seaweed, kelp and buckwheat, served  
with lemon and Ceylan pepper.
Stay: Overlooking the Mont Saint-Michel Bay, 
Le Château Richeux, a grand 1920s villa houses 
Le Coquillage at Les Maisons de Bricourt. 
Singapore Airlines flies daily to Paris, where 
Cancale is a four-hour drive away. 

Today Cancale is known as the oyster capital 
of Brittany, and produces up to 25,000 tonnes 
each year from its seven square kilometres of 
oyster beds. Prized by chefs across France, the 
flat, round Belon oyster is native to the region and 
best from September to April. It is much rarer and 
more expensive than the Pacific rock oyster, which 
is deeper and usually larger than the native. All 
oysters from Cancale are characterised by their 
subtle iodine flavour and nuttiness, with a slight 
acidity and firm flesh. Perfect on the half shell 
with a glass of cider.           

Clockwise from left: Freshly shucked 
oysters are traditionally served on a bed 
of crushed ice; the 1920s villa housing Le 
Coquillage restaurant; oysters for sale in 
Cancale, the “oyster capital of Brittany”
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Hairy crab in Shanghai 
October in Shanghai can only mean one thing: 
hairy crab. The entire city appears to be in 
thrall of the hirsute crustaceans, as restaurants 
all over town throng with bib-wearing diners 
armed with a stockpile of tools designed to 
tease out every last fibre of sweet, silken 
crabmeat. Hairy crab – so named because of 
the moss-like yellow hair adorning its legs and 
claws – is usually steamed and served whole. 
For the uninitiated, reaching the best meat and 
smooth orange roe inside the carapace can 
be a tricky and messy task, which is why most 
restaurants offer less challenging alternatives.

You can opt to have your hairy crab 
pre-shelled, or you can choose from an 
ever growing list of recipes showcasing the 
ingredient, from a simple stir fry with greens, to 
hairy crab stuffed xiao long bao steamed buns. 
Either way, since hairy crab is considered to 
be a yin or cooling dish, it’s wise to pair it with 
a yang ingredient such as a dipping vinegar or 
huangjiu (yellow rice wine). It’s exciting stuff, 
but for a truly thrilling taste of Shanghai hairy 
crab fever, head for the vibrant Tongchuan Lu 
seafood market in the Putuo district.       
Must try: For hairy crab with a molecular twist, 
visit T8 Shanghai, a cutting-edge fine-dining 
restaurant set in an elegant 19th-century brick 
shikumen townhouse at Xintiandi. Catalan chef 
Jordi Servalls Bonilla pushes the boundaries 
with his hairy crab, squid ink noodles, salmon 
roe and garlic froth.   
Stay: Comprising the beautifully restored  
neo-classical Shanghai gentlemen’s club, 
the splendid Waldorf Astoria on The Bund oozes 
sophistication and opulence. 

Singapore Airlines flies four times daily  
to Shanghai.

From top: China’s famous 
crustacean got its name from the 
hair around its claws and legs; 
Shanghai’s bustling metropolis
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Best of Singapore
Some of this season’s essential attractions
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SINGAPORE RESTAURANT WEEK  
Fancy a three-course dinner at S$35? It may seem like a bargain, 
but that’s the typical fine-dining price at the twice-yearly Restaurant 
Week. More than a hundred of Singapore’s top restaurants participate 
in this highly sought-after gastronomic event. In fact, its 2013  
edition got an estimated 42,000 reservations.  
25 October – 2 November 2014; restaurantweek.sg

MILAN IMAGE ART & DESIGN FAIR 
Attracting 20,000 visitors in its edition in Milan, this art fair comes 
to Singapore to showcase art in the form of photography, video and 
design. Highlights include a design section with displays of collectible 
furniture, and the “Mekong Platform” that’s specifically designated for 
artworks from Laos, Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia and Vietnam.  
23-26 October; miafair.it/singapore

STUTTGART BALLET ONEGIN  
Regarded as the “vanguards of modern ballet,” the Stuttgart Ballet 
has been mesmerising the world for more than five decades now. In 
their two-day show at the Esplanade Theatre, they will transform the 
stage into imperial Russia with their fascinating dance interpretation 
of Onegin, an iconic narrative poem by Alexander Pushkin.  
31 October  – 1 November; dansfestival.com

DIGITAL FASHION WEEK SINGAPORE 
Last year’s run saw Naomi Campbell gracing the catwalk, while 
British fashion maven Hilary Alexander is this year’s guest of honour. 
Organised in partnership with YouTube, this “shoppable” fashion week 
to be held at the National Design Centre is also streamed online, and 
viewers can make instant purchases off the live runway shows. 
31 October – 3 November; digitalfashionweek.com 

SINGAPORE AIRLINES CHARITY RUN  
As part of the lead-up to Singapore’s golden anniversary in 2015, 
Singapore Airlines will be raising funds for the Community Chest of 
Singapore through the Singapore Airlines Charity Run. The 300m Kids’ 
Dash, 10km and 5km runs will kick off at the F1 Pit Building, and will 
follow a path around the marina and the CBD’s skyscrapers.  
2 November; siacharityrun.com.sg

SINGAPORE ART FAIR  
Focusing on Southeast Asia, Middle East and North Africa, the 
inaugural Singapore Art Fair offers a glimpse of the rich, dynamic art 
scenes present in these regions. The most anticipated among the 60 
participating galleries is the Lebanon Pavilion, which will showcase 
contemporary works that delve into the nation’s heritage and history.  
27-30 November; singapore-art-fair.com

WTA FINALS  
The world’s top 8 singles and top 8 doubles tennis teams will battle it 
out in Singapore – the tournament’s first foray on Asia-Pacific soil – 
for the WTA Finals. To be held at the new Singapore Sports Hub, this 
10-day sports festival will see famous tennis stars, including Maria 
Sharapova (right), compete for the US$6.5 million purse.    
17-26 October; wtafinals.com

SINGAPORE INTERNATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY FESTIVAL  
Be captivated by stunning snapshots as the 4th edition of the biennial 
Singapore International Photography Festival returns. More than 48 
portfolios from 23 countries will be exhibited at the National Museum 
of Singapore, The Substation and SAM at 8Q. Watch out for the guided 
tours that reveal the exciting trends in contemporary photography. 
3-11 October 2014; sipf.sg 
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Born in the UK, Sean Gallagher is an environmental photojournalist currently 
based in Beijing, China. He collaborates extensively with the Pulitzer Center on 
Crisis Reporting, and often spends months travelling around Asia documenting 
the conflicts between nature and humanity, including the effects of climate 
change on the Tibetan Plateau (pictured below), and increasing desertification  
in China. A National Geographic photographer, he was recently in Singapore  
to judge the National Geographic Channel-CapitaLand photography contest. 

Sean Gallagher
Photojournalist

Each issue we ask outstanding creative talents to reveal five of their favourite 
places, passions or indulgences in life. 

Little black book

1 I love travelling to the Tibetan Plateau – a photographer’s paradise full of mountains, glaciers, grasslands and beautiful culture.
2 Photographers spend so much time on their feet that good footwear is essential. The North Face’s hiking boots serve me very well. thenorthface.com
3 Yodobashi camera market in Tokyo is a labyrinth of all the latest and best photographic and electronic gadgets. yodobashi.com
4 The China World Summit Wing hotel in Beijing has unparalleled views over the city and is an oasis above the thronging busy streets. shangri-la.com 
5 My Canon EOS 5D Mark III is always with me, and serves me flawlessly when using it professionally and for photographing family and friends. canon.com
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The stop-seconds device for the tourbillon presented by Lange in 
2008 made it possible to precisely halt and set such a watch. Now, the  
1815 Tourbillon takes this development a step further: thanks to the 
integration of the Zero-Reset function, the seconds hand jumps to 

the zero position when the watch is stopped, allowing the watch to be 
exactly set and restarted to the second. The precise interaction of the 
mechanisms is rounded out with a balance spring crafted by Lange. It 
is individually customised to each calibre. www.alange-soehne.com

Our tourbillon ensures highest rate accuracy.
Now you can also set it with absolute precision.

Sincere Fine Watches: Takashimaya S.C. Ngee Ann City Tel: (65) 6733 0618 · Marina Bay Sands Tel: (65) 6634 9782

Suntec City Tel: (65) 6337 5150 · Scotts Square Tel: (65) 6636 0600
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